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Tribulation—and Overcoming 
 It was the last night of our Lord’s earthly ministry: his last chance to 
speak freely, and openly, to the people he loved. And Christ chose to spend 
those precious hours in the company of his friends, breaking bread at the supper 
table, praying to the Father. 
 On that night, Jesus spoke to the disciples tenderly. But he was bur-
dened with sadness, and with an urgent desire to give his loved ones the Spirit 
they would need to carry on. “Little children,” he called them, “I am with you 
only a little while longer.” He explained that, like lost children, they would 
soon find themselves searching for him; but “where I go, you cannot come.” 
Nevertheless, he enjoined them to “love one another; as I have loved you” (Jn 
13:33-34). 
 For Christ, the specter of his crucifixion was standing before him. Yet 
he still tried to reassure his followers that the World—the source of pain and 
suffering—would not have the last word. 
 “These things I have spoken to you, that in me you might have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation,” Jesus warned.  “But be of good cheer: I 
have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). 
 It must have been hard to believe his assertion at the time.  But it was 
true: on Easter Sunday, Christ was raised from the dead—Krisdos haryav ee 
merelots. And with his resurrection, he overcame a world long held hostage by 
sin and death. Nearly two thousand years later, all that Jesus said and did during 
his Last Supper remains life-giving through the Holy Badarak: we are his disci-
ples, and we have the privilege to join our Lord at the holy table and to listen to 
his Word. 
 From the depths of his love, Christ has spoken to his children in many 
ways. As Armenian Christians, we might reflect that every decisive turn of our 
history has been a response to the way Jesus Christ has mystically revealed 
himself to us. Of course, he speaks to us still, even in this time of isolation, sep-
aration, pain and loss—physical as well as spiritual—that we have all been en-
during. 
 Most of us have now been separated from friends and family, from the 
everyday life of the church, for longer than we dared to imagine. We have all 
been diminished by the loss of loved ones, fellow citizens, and countrymen. 
Untold numbers of people throughout the world have been lost to sickness, 
wars and fears. 
 In the face of these realities, we hear an echo of our Lord’s words to his 
first disciples: “In the world you will have tribulation.” We recall that Christ 
himself was no stranger to our present pain and sorrow, to our feelings of tor-
ment, exile, and loneliness. 
 But this is our greatest point of contact with the Lord. Indeed, we are 

 

Bible Readings 
 

April 3    Matt. 23 1-12 
April 10    Matt. 20:29-30, 
              21:1-17 
April 17    Mark 16:1-8 
April 24    John:1-17 

 

Institution of the 
Lord's Supper 

 
Now as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this 
is my body.” And he took 
a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink of it, 
all of you, for this is 
my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out 
for many for the  
forgiveness of sins.   



never closer to God—and He is never closer to us—than when we are hanging on the Cross with His only be-
gotten Son, Jesus Christ. That is the deep, supremely unique meaning of the Christian faith, affirmed by St. 
Paul when he wrote: “I am crucified with Christ—and it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 
2:20). 
 We should not delude ourselves that the Apostle was merely using a figure of speech here. To be 
“crucified with Christ” is an admission that to follow Jesus as Lord means to follow him all the way to Golgo-
tha. It is to understand, as martyrs through the ages understood, that Christ was speaking directly to us when he 
said: “In the world you will have tribulation.” That is the sad, unflinching truth our Lord reveals to those he 
loves. 
 But on the night before his own terrible ordeal of suffering, Jesus also told his loved ones another truth: 
“Be of good cheer,” he said: “I have overcome the world.” That is the promise we should all hear, as we con-
front our own Golgothas, great and small; as we join the Lord Jesus on the Cross. It is the faith for which Ar-
menian martyrs throughout history—down to our own day—gave their very lives. It is the duty we undertake 
when we resolve to Build Up the Body of Christ in our own lives: among our families, our parishes, our home-
land and our world. 
 It is the message that should ring in our ears, this year and every year, when we hear the mysterious 
words that have always allowed our people—and all true disciples of Christ—to overcome the world: 

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz!  Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee! 
Christ is raised from the dead!  Blessed is the resurrection of Christ! 

* * * 

Նեղութիւն եւ Յաղթահարում 
 Մեր Տիրոջ երկրային առաքելութեան վերջին գիշերն էր- վերջին գիշերը՝ ազատօրէն եւ անկաշկանդ 

արտայայտուելու իր սիրած անձերուն մօտ։ Եւ Քրիստոս նախընտրեց, որ այդ մի քանի թանկագին ժամերը իր 

ընկերներով շրջապատուած ըլլայ, ընթրիքի սեղանին շուրջ հաց կիսելով եւ իր Հօրը աղօթելով անցնէ։  

 Այդ գիշեր Յիսուս իր աշակերտներուն քնքշօրէն խօսեցաւ։ Բայց՝ հակառակ անոր որ տխրութիւնը պատած էր 

իր հոգին, կարծէք աճապարանքի մէջ էր իր  սիրած աշակերտներուն ներարկելու այն Հոգին որ պէտք պիտի 

ունենային կարենալ շարունակելու իր առաքելութիւնը- «Փոքրիկներս»– ըսելով դիմեց անոնց, «ես ձեզի հետ պիտի 

ըլլամ շատ քիչ ժամանակով»։  Յետոյ Ան բացատրեց որ կորսուած փոքրիկներու պէս անոնք որ Զինք կը փնտռեն 

շուտով պիտի գտնեն, «բայց ուր որ ես կ՛երթամ դուք չէք կրնար գալ»։ Յամենայնդէպս Ան պատուիրեց՝ «Սիրեցէք 

միմիանց; ինչպէս որ ես սիրեցի ձեզ»։  (Յովհ. 13.33-34) 

 Քրիստոսի համար խաչելութեան ուրուականը կեցած էր Իր առաջ: Բայց Ան շարունակեց իր հետեւորդներուն 

համոզել որ ցաւի ու տառապանքի աղբիւր եղող Աշխարհը չի կրնար վերջին խօսքը ունենալ։ 

 «Այս բաները որ ես խօսեցայ ձեզի հետ, որպէսզի Իմ միջոցաւ խաղաղութիւն ունենաք: Այս աշխարհին մէջ 

դուք նեղութիւն պիտի ունենաք» – Յիսուս զգուշացուց զիրենք –  «Բայց ուրախ եղէք. Ես յաղթեցի աշխարհին» (Յովհ. 

16:33): 

 Տուեալ պահուն շատ դժուար էր հաւատալ Անոր հաւաստիացումին: Բայց ճիշտ էր ըսածը. Զատկուան 

Կիրակի օրը Քրիստոս Յարութիւն առաւ մեռելներէն – ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍ ՅԱՐԵԱՒ Ի ՄԵՌԵԼՈՑ:  Եւ Իր յարութեամբ Ան 

յաղթահարեց մեղքի ու մահուան մէջ պատանդ պահուած աշխարհը: 

 Գրեթէ երկու հազար տարի անց, ինչ որ Յիսուս ըսած եւ ըրած էր Իր վերջին ընթրիքի ժամանակ, կեանք 

պարգեւող Սուրբ Պատարագի միջոցով կը մնայ մեզի հետ։ Մենք Իր աշակերտներն ենք եւ արտօնութիւնը ունինք 

սուրբ սեղանի շուրջ միանալու մեր Տիրոջը եւ լսելու Իր Խօսքը: 

 Քրիստոս Իր երեխաներուն հետ սրտին խորքէն խօսած է շատ ձեւերով: Որպէս հայ քրիստոնեաներ, 

կ՛անդրադառնանք թէ մեր պատմութեան իւրաքանչիւր վճռական անկիւնադարձ պատասխան է մեզի ճիշտ այն 

ձեւով, որ Յիսուս Քրիստոս խորհրդաւոր կերպով մեզի համար յայտնուած է: Բնական է, Ան կը շարունակէ խօսիլ մեր 

հետ նոյնիսկ մեր առանձնութեան մէջ, բաժանումի, ցաւի ու կորուստի պահերուն ըլլան անոնք ֆիզիքական թէ 

հոգեկան ցաւերուն ընդմէջէն։ 

 Այս օրերուն մեզմէ շատեր բաժնուած են ընկերներէն, ընտանիքէն, եկեղեցւոյ առօրեայ կեանքէն՝ մեր 

երեւակայածէն ա՛լ աւելի ժամանակով։ Հարազատներու եւ հայրենակիցներու կորուստը մեզ սուգի մատնած է։ 

Անհաշիւ են կորուստները ամբողջ աշխարհը վարակող հիւանդութենէն,պատերազմներէն եւ վահէն ։ 

 Այս բոլոր իրողութիւններուն դէմ հանդիման մեր Տիրոջ խօսքերուն արձագանգն է որ կը լսենք- «Աշխարհի 

մէջ նեղութիւն պիտի կրէք»։ Մենք կը յիշենք որ Քրիստոս Ի՛նքը անծանօթ մը չէր մեր ներկայի ցաւին, վիշտին, 

տանջանքին, աքսորի եւ առանձնութեան զգացումներուն համար: 

 Բայց ասիկա մեր ամենամեծ մօտեցումի ու շփման կէտն է Տիրոջ հետ: Իրօք, մենք երբէք աւելի մօտ չենք եղած 

Աստուծոյ, եւ Ան երբէք մեզի աւելի մօտ չէ, քան երբ մենք կախուած ենք Խաչէն, Իր միածին Որդւոյն՝ Յիսուս 

Քրիստոսի հետ: Ասիկա է քրիստոնէական հաւատքի խորքը եւ գերագոյն եզակի իմաստը, որ հաստատուեցաւ Ս. 

In Memory  
† Carol Rustigian 

Shahi and Ani Yeni-Komshian, Mike and Sue Kilijian, Ralph and Elise Kazanjian, Bellinda Gosdanian 
Yacoubian, Patti Rosenthal, Kathy and Khoren Kassardjian, Harold and Bonnie Koojoolian (St. Vartan 

Voice), Leo Manuelian, Jim and Anna Shekoyan, Sonia Sedrakian, James and Noreen Ruane (Sunday School 
Fund), Seza and Dana Dominguez, Janet Kamian (Ladies Society), Jack Dorian, Ronald Dorian, Carole 

Jouroyan (Endowment Fund), LeeAnn and Jon Williams, Ursula and Ara Kaprielian,  
Scott and JoAnn Emerzian, Janet and John Schmid (Richard Demirjian Athletic Fund) 

† Rick Magarian 
Don and Lisa Manoogian (Richard Demirjian Athletic Fund), Archie Kamian Family,  

Lori Perenon (Richard Demirjian Athletic Fund) 
† Virginia Madajian for Choir Fund 

Mike and Sue Kilijian, Pete and Pat Barsamian, Lucille Dolab, Vartan and Arlene Hovsepian, Nurhan, Mary 
and Steven Donikian, Hasmig and Anto Cingoz, Suzanne and Ed Vasgerdsian, John and Janet Schmid 

† Virginia Madajian 
Patti Rosenthal, Gloria Kharibian, Ray and Reyhan Shepherd, Seza and Dana Dominguez, Vartan and Ayko 
Berberian, Liz and Ron Ojakian (Endowment Fund), Jack and Tamara Papazian (Endowment Fund), Lida 

Mazmanian (Endowment Fund), Regina Garabedian, Zaven Kanneian and Janet Yeghissian, LeeAnn and Jon 
Williams, Susie, Matt and Alex Collins, Bessy and Onnig Dadian, Claudia Kalinski, Evelyn C. Boyd,  

Elizabeth Derderian, Judy and Richard Sharafian (Endowment Fund) 
† Nadya Cingoz 

Berc and Aznif Mener 
† Goldie and Edward Minasian 

Gloria Kharibian 
† Dorothy Demirjian 

Lois Shaw (Richard Demirjian Athletic Fund), Isabelle Vahratian and Family (Richard Demirjian Athletic 
Fund), LeeAnn and Jon Williams, Patti Rosenthal 

Պօղոսի կողմէ, երբ ան գրեց. «Ես խաչակից եմ ընդ Քրիստոսի, եւ այլեւս ես չէ որ կ՛ապրիմ այլ՝ Քրիստոսն է որ 

կ՛ապրի մէջս։ Կեանքը որ հիմա կ՛ապրիմ այս մարմնին մէջ, կ՛ապրիմ Աստուածորդոյնհաւատքով, որ սիրեց զիս եւ 

կեանքը տուաւ ինծի համար»։ (Գաղ. 2.20): 

 Մենք մեզ պէտքչէ խաբենք, որ Առաքեալըայստեղ պարզապէս այլաբանական խօսքով կը դիմէր: «Խաչակից 

ընդ Քրիստոսի» ըլլալով կ՛ընդունի Յիսուսին որպէս Տէր հետեւիլ մինչեւ Գողգոթա։ Ինչպէս դարերու ընթացքին 

նահատակները հասկցան որ Քրիստոս ուղղակիօրէն մեզի հետ կը խօսէր երբ կ՛ըսէր թէ «Աշխարհի մէջ նեղութիւն 

պիտի ունենաք»: Այս է տխուր, աննկուն անփոփոխ ճշմարտութիւնը, որ մեր Տէրը բացայայտած է անոնց համար 

որոնց կը սիրէ: 

 Բայց, Քրիստոս Իր իսկ ահաւոր չարչարանքին նախորդող գիշերը Իր սիրելիներուն մէկ այլ ճշմարտութիւն 

եւս ըսաւ:  «Քաջալերուեցէք», – ըսաւ Ան «Ես յաղթահարեցի աշխարհը»: Այդ նոյն խոստումն է, որ մենք բոլորս պէտք 

է լսենք, երբ կը դիմագրաւենք մեր սեփական մեծ ու փոքր գողգոթաները. երբ մենք մեր Տէր Յիսուսին կը միանանք 

Խաչի վրայ: Անիկա այն հաւատքն է, որ մեր հայ նահատակները պատմութեան ընթացքին, մինչեւ մեր օրերը, իրենց 

կեանքը գիտակցօրէն տուած են: Անիկա այն պարտականութիւնն է, որ մենք կը ստանձնենք, երբ մենք կ՛որոշենք 

Քրիստոսի Մարմինը կառուցել մեր իսկ կեանքին մէջ, մեր ընտանիքներուն, մեր ծուխերուն, մեր հայրենիքին եւ մեր 

աշխարհին մէջ: 

 Այդ նոյն պատգամն է որ մեր ականջներուն մէջ պէտք է հնչէ, այս տարի եւ ամէն տարի, երբ լսենք այս 

խորհրդաւոր խօսքերը, որոնք միշտ մեր ժողովրդին եւ Քրիստոսի բոլոր ճշմարիտ աշակերտներուն օգնած են 

յաղթահարելու աշխարհը։ 

Քրիստոս Յարեաւ Ի Մեռելոց: Օրհնեալ է Յարութիւնն Քրիստոսի: 
EDACNA 

Donations 
St. Vartan Church Parish Priest and Council gratefully acknowledge the following donations: 

St. Vartan Voice Newsletter—Katherine Kuzirian 
2022 Stewardship 

Yeghia & Ana Apkarian, Lou Aronian, Ara & Angel Azizian, Zaven Kanneian & Janet Yeghissian,  
Mona Keeler, Arax Konjoyan, Jim & Mihoko Malian, Don & Lisa Manoogian, Ray & Reyhan Shepherd,  
Fr. Krikor & Yn. Anoush Zakaryan 



Easter Home Blessing 
      The Home Blessing Service is one of the most ancient and revered traditions of the Armenian Church. 
The three necessary items to conduct this service are: water, bread, and salt. For the traditional Easter Home 
Blessing, please call Der Hayr for an appointment at 510-893-1671. 

Requiem Service – Hokehankist 
      A requiem will be said for the souls of the departed on Merelots Sunday, April 24. Those who would 
like to have the names of their departed loved ones included, should contact the church secretary by April 21 
at stvartanoakland@aol.com or 510-893-1671.  

Easter Yughakin   
      It is customary in the Armenian Church to provide Yughakin, especially around the feasts of Christ-
mas and Easter. This practice dates as far back as the time of Moses in the Old Testament. Yughakin in Arme-
nian means "price of oil". Each local church community would donate money specially earmarked towards the 
purchase of oil, which in turn would keep the lanterns burning and ultimately the doors of the Church open.  
       At this season of Christ's resurrection let us remember and continue the custom of Yughakin, so we 
can keep our "oil-burning lanterns" always burning and our doors always open at St. Vartan. Please be gener-
ous to the Church in observing this ancient Armenian custom. 

St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church 
Schedule of Holy Easter Services, 2022 

 
Palm Sunday, April 10 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy and Sermon ................................................. 10:30 a.m. 
Opening of the Doors &  
Service of Antasdan (in the parking lot) ................. following Badarak 
 
Holy Thursday, April 14 
Divine Liturgy—Memorial of the Last Supper ................... 10:30 a.m. 
Ladies Society Lenten Luncheon……………………………12 noon 
Washing of the Feet .............................................................. 6:00 p.m. 
Service of Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord  ...................... 7:30 p.m. 
 
Good Friday, April 15 
Service of the Burial of our Lord .......................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 
Holy Saturday, April 16 
Reading of the Scriptures ...................................................... 6:00 p.m. 
Divine Liturgy ...................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 
Holy Easter, April 17 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy ..................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 
 
New Sunday, Merelots, April 24 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy ..................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 
Requiem Service — Following Badarak 

 

 

Sarma Workday 
      Please join us on April 6 as we 
roll yalanchi/sarma for the Lenten 
Food-to-Go fundraiser. If you cannot 
join us on April 6, a smaller group 
will meet on April 5 to prepare the 
grape leaves. Or you are welcome to 
come to both workdays. Both days 
we will meet at 9:30 am and share a 
potluck lunch when the work is done.  

Altar Flower Sponsor Suggested 
Donation Increase 

      Because of the increase in costs, 
St. Vartan is raising the suggested 
donation for sponsoring altar flowers 
to $50. There are still several altar 
sponsorship dates available. You can 
sponsor altar flowers to commemo-
rate a loved one or to 
celebrate a special 
event. Please sign up 
for sponsorship on 
the chart in the hall 
entryway or contact 
the church office. 



News From Our St. Vartan Family 
 Condolences 

 A funeral service was held for Virginia Madajian at St. Vartan Church on March 7. Virginia faithfully 
served as St. Vartan Church organist from 1955-2010. She was predeceased by her loving husband, Michael 
Madajian, and is survived by her children and grandchildren. Our condolences to Virginia’s family and 
friends. 
 A private funeral service was held for John Wesley Kurkjian on March 22 at Mountain View Ceme-
tery. Our condolences to John’s children, James (Margie) Kurkjian, Rick (Nancy) Kurkjian and Cheryl (Rob) 
De Bree; and his grandchildren, Matthew, Elise, Karly and Adam. The family plans a celebration of life for 
John and his beloved wife, Nema, in the future. 

 
Khanoot Korner 
 As mentioned last month, there is no Saturday Khanoot pickup in April. In fact, Saturday Khanoot is 
a thing of the past. 
 It’s Easter and time for new beginnings, so starting Easter Sunday (April 17), Khanoot items will be 
available for purchase in the hall after services. We plan to continue this format each Sunday through May or 
until we sell out. Khanoot will be back in the fall. In the interim, Ladies’ Society will focus our fundraising 
efforts (and culinary talents) assisting Parish Council with upcoming fundraisers.   
 We have: choreg ($17/ dozen), spicy and regular lamajun ($12/6), small cheese berag ($40/24), gata 
with khoritz ($15/dozen), 5” lahvosh rounds ($7), vermicelli ($2/lb).  
 I’m looking forward to seeing you all in church each Sunday. Krisdos haryav ee merelotz. 

St. Vartan  
Ladies Society 
Holy Thursday 
Lenten Luncheon 

Thursday, April 14  - 12 noon 

Following Memorial of the Last Supper Service at 10:30 am 

Luncheon is complimentary for all. 

Save the  Date 
Mother’s Day Luncheon & Raffle 

in the Church Hall 
May 12  

 

Details to follow 

Ladies Society Update 
 The St. Vartan Ladies Society is back in the kitchen and planning events. Everyone is invited to help us 
prepare. Just bring your aprons! 
 On March 10 the Ladies Society, with the help of several men, prepared tourshi for the Hye Café Len-
ten Food-to-Go sale. All orders will be picked up on Palm Sunday, April 10. 
 On March 15 the Ladies Society were back in the kitchen, 
this time preparing choreg for Easter Sunday coffee hour. 
 St. Vartan will hold a Holy Thursday Morning Service, on 
April 14. After the services, the Ladies Society will serve a com-
plimentary Lenten Luncheon for all parishioners. 
  You are invited to join the Ladies Society to help prepare 
Yalanchi/Sarma on April 5 and 6 for the Hye Café Lenten Food-to
-Go fundraiser. On April 5 volunteers will wash the leaves. Even 
more workers are needed to roll the sarma on April 6. Both days 
the work will begin at 9:30 am and will be followed by a potluck 
lunch. 
 The Ladies Society is planning a Mother's Day Luncheon 
& Raffle on May 12 in the church hall, so save the date. Details to 
follow. 

Ladies Society Featured Recipe of the Month 
Zadgva Salata—Easter Spinach Salad 

 The hard boiled egg used in this salad is probably one left over from a popular game played at Easter. 
Each challenger starts with a prize hard-boiled egg that has been dyed with onion skins and decorated with a 
cross—the symbol of fertility and wholeness in a life of faith. The challenger attempts to break the point of the 
eggshell of the opponent’s carefully held eggs. The one with the champion unbroken egg a the end of the game 
received a prize and a lot of hard-boiled eggs to use in the salad. 
 This recipe was saved from a 1930 issue of Sunset magazine. 

Makes 6 servings 
  1 large bunch of spinach   1/2 cup tomato sauce 
  1 egg yolk     1/4 cup wine vinegar 
  1/2 teaspoon grated lemon rind  1/4 cup lemon juice 
  1/4 teaspoon dry mustard   1 cup salad oil 
  1 1/2 teaspoon paprika   1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
  2 hard-boiled eggs, chopped   1 tablespoon sugar 
Rinse spinach and dry well; discard stems. Refrigerate. 

In a blender, combine egg and all ingredients except oil and hard-boiled eggs. Cover and whirl at high speed 
until well-blended. With motor still running, add oil in a thin stream, very slowly, until mixture is thickened. 
Pour into a container, cover and chill well. It will keep 2-3 weeks. 

To serve: break spinach into bite-sized pieces. Salt and pepper to taste. Toss with 1/2 cup dressing. Mix well. 
Garnish with cooked eggs. Tomatoes can be added if you like. 

 



Sunday School Returns Monthly in the Spring! 
 We hope you and your children will join the St. Vartan Sunday School on the following fun and activi-
ty-filled days: April 3, April 10 (Palm Sunday), April 17 (Easter), and our last day—May 1.  
 We will have lessons and activities for the kids 
and a Children's Sermon with Der Hayr (excluding Palm 
Sunday and Easter). Each session will include a special 
cooking or art project for the kids—look for specifics to 
come via email as the dates approach. Palm Sunday will 
feature a special lesson by teacher Lisa Manoogian with 
a craft project and take-home gift and snack. Easter Sun-
day will include crafts and cookie decorating. 
 We hope you'll join us for the last few sessions of 
the Sunday School year before we break for summer. 
We're looking forward to a robust program with fewer 
restrictions in the Fall!   
 If you have questions or want to be added to the 
Sunday School email list, contact Karen at:  
karenarmine@me.com. 

 



Youth Sports Update 
 Our boys basketball team is practicing on Saturdays from 9-11am in the church hall gym. We're so ex-
cited to get this team moving so please join us if you want to play. Boys 12-17 of all skill levels are welcome. 
Coach Mike Boloyan is looking forward to meeting you so come ready to play!  
  Under the fabulous guidance of Coach Annette Kevranian and Assistant Coach Jackei Apfel, the girls 
volleyball team is off to a great start! Girls ages 12-17 are practicing Sundays from 2-4pm and are having a 
great time while they learn techniques and sharpen their skills. Good news is that there's still time to join this 
great group of girls and become part of the team! 
  Contact Nicole at nvasger@yahoo.com to find out more information or sign up for either team.  

HYE CAMP IS BACK, AND SO IS ST. VARTAN’S LADIES SOCIETY SPONSORSHIP! 
 St. Vartan Church Ladies Society is happy to announce that we will award two 
sponsorships this year – one for age group 8-12 years of age, and one for age group 
13-17. This year’s essay topic: "What did God teach me during the Covid pandemic?" 
 Deadline for submission of essay is April 10, 2022, and please limit the essay 
to 500 words or less. Please submit via email: office@stvartanoakland.com. 
 Due to the close Hye Camp application deadline, the Ladies Society urges 
families interested in attending this year’s session to reserve early (submit your Camp 
application on April 1 at www.hyecamp.com) and the winners of the essay contest 
will be reimbursed for the cost of the camp week. Transportation is not included.  

 

       On-Line Bible Study 
Wednesday, April 6       Wednesday, April 20       Wednesday, April 27  

Register for Bible Study for Zoom Code at: https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events 

On March 13 Fr. Krikor installed the 2022 Parish Council during Divine Liturgy. Pictured: Harout Hagopian, 
Don Manoogian, Regina Garabdian, Seza Dominguez, Dicko Shahvekilian, Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, Suzanne  
Diers, Zaven Kanneian, Liz Ojakian, Stuart Arakelian, Nicole Vasgerdsian. Not pictured: Rick Kurkjian. 

St. Vartan Church 
Friday, April 1 & Friday, April 8 

https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events


THANK YOU 

To My Beloved St. Vartan Family, 

 My words are not enough to thank you all for your great support during the most difficult time of my 
family when Covid 19 took my MOM to Heaven on November 6th, when our Mother Church was celebrating 
the Feast of the Holy Archangels. 

 Honesty talking, I was in shock for a couple of months. I didn’t want to talk to anyone, didn’t want to 
hear anything, I was trying to keep myself busy with my work. I was completely out of this world. I was argu-
ing with God and questioning Him all the time: Why? The entire world was a dark place to me, but all your 
emails, phone calls, and text messages encouraged me and gave me a huge comfort. The past 10 + years I was 
with you in your difficult times, now it was you who straightened me in my Christian faith that death is not the 
end of life and when my time arrives to leave this world, I will certainly hug my MOM in the Kingdom of 
God.  

 On October 14th I landed at LAX with three big suitcases as I was bringing all the vessels and sha-
beegs for the newly consecrated St. Sarkis church in San Diego. Unfortunately, the consecration was post-
poned until January, but this is another story. With Der Krikor we decided to surprise you with my short and 
quick visit the following Sunday. I was going to visit you just for two days to celebrate Holy Badarak at St. 
Vartan and to enjoy my time with you all. But God always has different plans for us all. My uncle picked me 
up from the airport and we got home in Burbank around 7pm. My whole body was in pain, my fever was 99 
and up. Anyway, my covid test was positive and I got isolated. I had a delta stamp. A couple of days after test-
ing positive we had to call 911 and I ended up at the Adventist Hospital in Glendale. My words are not enough 
to thank our beloved Primate Abp. Hovnan Derderian who did everything to be sure that I was in good hands. 
Every single day he called me and took care of everything: talking to doctors, making appointments for me and 
so on… I was nicely surprised how the doctors treated me in the hospital. Because of our Spiritual Father Hov-
nan Surpazan who is a big supporter of the Adventist hospital, doctors were so nice to me, and they really took 
very good care of me—even the food was very delicious!!!  

 But it was terribly hard for me when Yn. Anahit called me after one week and told me that both my 
parents also tested positive, and both were in the ICU in two different hospitals in Yerevan. I tried to call them, 
but…the last time when I talked to my MOM was when I heard her sigh was on November 2nd. I told her that 
I was already discharged from the hospital and already bought my tickets back home and I begged her to wait 
for me… but God had other plans. My MOM went home on the same day of my flight, November 6th, when 
we were celebrating the Feast of the Holy Archangels. Now she is my Guardian Angel protecting me and my 
family from Heaven.  

 Meanwhile, my dad was still in the hospital and had no idea what was happening. Doctors didn’t allow 
us to tell him about the passing of his beloved wife with whom he spent almost 45 good and blessed years. He 
was discharged from the hospital 4 days after my MOM’s funeral. Thanks be to God and doctors who saved 
my dad…   

 Thanks be to God we are doing OK now and coming back to normal and trying to accept the new reali-
ty without my MOM’s physical presence. My little ones are still waiting for Grandma to come back from the 
hospital and sending her “Missing You” cards almost every week… We all miss her a lot. 

 I was surprised when Der Krikor told me that you also opened a fund to support my family financially. 
I have received the list of all the donors from Rachel and you have no idea how much I appreciate you all and 

thank you from the bottom of my heart on behalf of my family. I received the money you 
collected from Der Krikor. It’s a great and huge support. THANK YOU AND THANK 
YOU!!! I give thanks to God for my St. Vartan family and am grateful that I am able to 
watch the on-line Badarak service almost every week. 

 May God bless you all and keep you and your families healthy and happy forever. I 
hope God will grant us more opportunities to meet with each other and to enjoy our God-
given time together.  

 May God bless my St. Vartan Family forever!!! 
With love, respect, and prayers, 

Der Hovel and the Ohanyan Family 

 



 

CHURCH HUMOR 
Happy Man 

 A pastor was out and about during the week and he came across a man who was down on his luck. The 
pastor talk to the man and shared the Good News and invite the man to come to church on Sunday to worship 
and pray. The man wasn’t sure that he would attend. But on Sunday morning who did the pastor see sitting in 
a pew, but the man who was down on his luck. After church, the pastor went up to the man to talk and he saw 
that the man was now very happy and excited.  
 The pastor asked “What had happened to make this change in you?"  
 The man answered, “I was praying and asking God for help and when I opened my eyes a plate full of 
money was put in my hands!” 

More Fun Yelling 
 After a church service on Sunday Morning, a young boy suddenly announced to his mother, "Mom, 
I've decided to become a minister when I grow up." 
"Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand 
up and yell than to sit and listen." 

You Choose 
 One beautiful Sunday morning, the pastor announced to his congregation: "My good people, I have 
here in my hands three sermons...a $100 sermon that lasts five minutes, a $50 sermon that lasts fifteen 
minutes, and a $10 sermon that lasts a full hour. "Now, we'll 
take the collection and see which one you have chosen.” 

Prayer at Sea 
 As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship was 
sinking fast. He called out, “Anyone here knows how to 
pray?” 
 A pastor stepped forward. “Captain, I know how to 
pray.” “Good,” said the captain, “you pray while the rest of us 
put on our life jackets – we’re one short.” 

Give Him the Money 
A little girl became restless as the preacher's sermon dragged 
on and on. Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whis-
pered, "Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us 
go?" 
A Good Point 
 A boy was watching his father, a pastor, write a ser-
mon. "How do you know what to say?" he asked. 
 "Why, God tells me." 
 "Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?" 

From March 14 
through 18 roofers 
replaced the church 
hall roof. 

Save the Date 

Wine & Cheese Event 
Silent & Live Auction 

Sunday, June 5 from 3-7 pm 
At the home of Stuart and Caroline Arakelian,  

47 Woodranch Circle, Danville, CA 

RSVP: ccarakelian@yahoo.com, 925-785-7475 

More Details to Follow 

 On February 27 the ARS Oakland Erepouni Chapter held a Poon Paregentan Luncheon at St. Vartan 
Church. 

God Uses Ordinary People 
 There was a man who lived in an area where a hurricane was forecast. His best friend came by and 
asked if he could drive him to safety. The man said, “No, God will take care of me".   
 The hurricane started, and flood waters reached the man’s doorstep. His neighbors stopped by on their 
way out of the area, and said, “Hey, come with us to safety!”   
 The man said “No, I trust God.”  The flood waters increased, and the man had to retreat to his second 
story, as the first floor was flooded.   
 A local rescue agency came by in a pontoon boat and said, “Hey, come with us to safety!”   
The man said, “No, God will take care of me.”   
 As the waters increased even more, the man found himself up on his roof, surrounded by floodwater. A 
federal evacuation service came in a helicopter to rescue him — and still the man said “No, I’m counting on 
God.” 
 The next moment, the man found himself at the gates of Heaven. He asked the angel there, “Am I 
dead?”   
 The angel said “Yes, you drowned in the hurricane floodwaters.”   
 The man said “But I trusted in God!”   
 The angel said “God sent you four ways out. You said no to all of them.” 
 God mostly works in ordinary ways, through ordinary people. Don’t expect anything extraordinary, 
when the ordinary works just fine.   

Become a Steward of St. Vartan Church 
 St. Vartan Armenian Church presents the 2022 Stewardship Program with the goal of developing and 
growing our Church. Participation in the stewardship program is open to any individual or family. The goal of 
the program is to fund the church’s development programs and carry out parish projects and objectives. To 
receive a stewardship pledge form or for more information, contact the church at stvartanokland@aol.com or 
510-893-1671. 


