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Bible Readings

April 2 Matt. 20:29-
21:1-17
April9  Mark:16:1-8
April 16 John 1:1-17
April 23 John 3:1-12
April 30 John 5:24-30

Through him you

BELIEVE IN GOD,

who raised him

GLORIFIED HIM,

and so your
faith and hope

ARE IN GOD

1 PETER 1:21, NIV

April 2023
CHRIST HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD!
By Abp. Hovnan Derderian, Primate

Once again, the church proclaims the good tidings of Christ's
resurrection, which fills our souls with unfathomable joy. Words are unable to
express the inscrutable mystery of Christ's resurrection, which brings us
renewed life through faith. Through the "Golden Chain" of Lenten Sundays,
spiritual reflection, and prayer, our spiritual journey leads us to Holy Easter.
This not only brings us closer to God but also prompts us to adopt and live the
new life in the likeness of Christ, cleansed from the stains of sin. This is the
true essence of the resurrection of Christ, which can and will work miracles in
our lives if we commit to living by it.

Holy Easter invites us to live a prayerful life so that we may feel God's
divine touch and become peacemakers and children of light in the spirit of
forgiveness. Thus, we can create the New Church with faith, love, and hope.
Today, our message to you is this: Live life with hope and become
embodiments of love through words and deeds. When life is void of Christian
virtues, it becomes a hollow space where materialism may breed. Material
riches are corruptible and transient, yet Christian values reflect what is sacred
and divine. Look at the people who dwell in darkness. The kindle of God's love
has extinguished in them, and the significance of Christ's resurrection is
distorted in them. The dormant seeds of the divine can revive only through the
power of prayer. Solitary prayer alone with the Lord is powerful. It enlightens
our hearts, souls, and minds. Prayer with the community, however, is most
powerful. When we pray in the church with our faithful brothers and sisters, the
resurrected Christ is revealed through our prayers. Together, we become part
and parcel of the mystery of resurrection.

We direly need Easter renewal in our national life — be it in Armenia or
in the Diaspora. The everyday challenges weigh heavily on us, and our souls
wither from the gusty winds blowing from right and left. In order to withstand
those winds, we need empowerment and inspiration stemming from the faith of
our forefathers. In their testimony of faith, we see the radiating love of God,
influencing their families, churches, and communities at large. We cannot
change the world, but we can change ourselves. We can influence our families
by instilling Christian values in the hearts of our children and encouraging them
to live prayerful lives. The more we are challenged, the more we must rely on
our faith, especially on the mystery of resurrection. Every time we find
ourselves in the snares of evil, we must make the sign of the cross and find
strength in the crucified and resurrected Christ.

Every time we proclaim the resurrection of Christ by saying, "Christ is
risen from the dead; blessed is the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ," we declare the defeat of the evil one. The more we draw on our faith,
the more we banish sin away from us. Today, we boldly announce that we are
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the children of the resurrected Christ. We have been the adopted children of Christ from the beginning of time,
when we embraced Christianity as our state religion. Our forefathers lived by their Christian faith, thus sur-
mounting every obstacle that stood in their way.

Our prayer and hope are that we can emulate the faith of our ancestors and live life through the mystery
of Christ's resurrection, defeating death and embracing life.

CHRIST HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD! BLESSED IS THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST!

Prayerfully, Abp. Hovnan Derderian, Primate
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America and Mexico

Thank You St. Vartan AYCO
From Oakland City Council President Nikki Fortunato Bas
Shoutout to youth doing amazing work in the community! For the past few
months, young adults from St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church ACYO (Armenian
Church Youth Organization) have been collecting warm clothing and raising money to
buy necessities for care bags for those in need this winter.
On the morning of Saturday, February 11, 2023, these young adults got together
and assembled 50+ bags containing warm jackets, socks and gloves, along with healthy
e % snacks and useful items like toothbrushes, sunscreen and flashlights. Youth organizers
also included personally written notes inside each bag- which they packed themselves. Through collaboration
and partnership, the bags will be distributed via East Oakland Collective to those in need in the Oakland
community. Keep up the good work of helping to make Oakland a better place for ALL residents!
#LoveLife #Service #PeoplePoweredGovernment

St. Vartan Hosts Scouts

The Walnut Creek Scouts
Chapter held a sleepover event at the
St. Vartan Church John Marukian
Hall on Saturday, March 4, 2023.
The next morning, the scouts pre-
pared breakfast in the church kitchen
and attended Divine Liturgy or Ar-
menian School classes and the chil-
dren’s sermon in the sanctuary.



Donations

St. Vartan Church Parish Priest and Council gratefully acknowledge the following donations:
Lawrence Chang Retaining Wall Fund—Douglas Taylor, Carole Chang
In Honor of Edward Jamgotchian’s Birthday—Seta and Nararet Jindoian, Ara and Hasmig Gregorian
(Choir Fund), Charles and Ophelia Menzigian (Choir Fund), Vartan and Silva Baksarian (Choir Fund)
In Honor of Stephanie Dominguez’ Birthday—Seza and Dana Dominguez
Stewardship Fund Donations—Yeghia and Ana Apkarian, Ara and Angel Azizian, Seza nad Dana
Dominguez, Jack Aslanian

In Memory
1 Greg Tcherkoyan

Seta Khatchikian
1 Albert Odabashian
Jon and LeeAnn Williams
+ Ed Barber
David Tateosian (Armenian Humanitarian Aid)

+ Hampo and Arsine Chichmanian
Seza and Dana Dominguez
+ Nadya Migirdyan (Istanbul)
Vrej and Maida Mehkalian, Mari Gamitian
1 Alfonse Zakher
Yeghia Apkarian

St. Vartan Raises Funds for Earthquake Relief for Armenians

St. Vartan Church collected $3,000.00 through our Armenian Humanitarian Aid Fund to assist
Armenian victims of the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. Our thanks to our generous donors listed and all
those who donated anonymously:

Lorraine Peters, Seza and Dana Dominguez, Christiane Balouny, Dave Tateosian, Don and Lisa
Manoogian, David and Viviane Madajian, Carol Steinberg, Marcus and Diane Combs, Gregory Partamian,
Vartkes and Kerrie Avakian, Hagop and Elizabeth Tatoian, Fr. Krikor and Yn. Anoush Zakaryan, Elizabeth
and Ron Ojakian, Suzanne Diers, Yvonne Minasian, Arto and Nadya Yagjian, Madeline Sharafian, Peter
Gazaryan, Mirta Arsenian Cali, Sara Cumbelich, Archie and Nelli Azizian, Zaven and Anahit Shahbazian,
Thea Farhadian.

Church Humor

A country preacher decided to skip services
one Sunday and head to the hills to do some bear
hunting. As he rounded the corner on a perilous twist
in the trail, he and a bear collided, sending him and
his rifle tumbling down the mountainside. Before he
knew it, his rifle went one way and he went the other,
landing on a rock and breaking both legs. That was
the good news. The bad news was the ferocious bear
was charging at him from a distance, and he couldn't
move.

"Oh, Lord," the preacher prayed, "I'm so sorry
for skipping services today to come out here and hunt.
Please forgive me and grant me just one wish: Please
make a Christian out of that bear that's coming at me.
Please, Lord!"

That very instant the bear skidded to a halt,
fell to its knees, clasped it paws together and began to
pray aloud right at the preacher's feet: "Dear God, “No, Peter Cottontail was not an apostle!”
bless this food, I am about to receive.”
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. / Instructor: Anush Krikorian
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023 AT 11 AM
325 PER PERSON INCLUDES:

JOHN MARUKIAN HALL, 60 SPRUCE ST., OAKLAND, CA

RSVP no later than Friday, April 7, 2023
at www.stvartanoakland.com
or call the Church office at 510.893.1671



ACYO UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS:

Saturday, April 1
On Saturday, April 1, the ACYO will meet at 11 am at the Church Hall to make palm crosses for Palm Sunday
and bake goodies for the Easter Sunday ACYO Bake Sale for Artsakh.

Saturday, April 1

Hye Camp Registration Opens

Camper registration begins at 10am. Dates and registration deadlines for Hye Camp have been announced! For
more information on HyeCamp, visit hyecamp.com.

Sunday, April 9
The ACYO will hold a bake sale on Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023, with ALL proceeds going to Artsakh relief
efforts!

Eag(er Baghet Sqle

«++FOR ARTSAKH - - -

Support our ACYO and give aid to Artsakh by purchasing
a unique Easter basket on Easter Sunday, April 9, after services.
Each basket will be filled with Easter treats, perfect to take home
or give as a gift. All proceeds from basket sales will go towards
helping our brothers and sisters in Artsakh.
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Ordinary Saints: Holy Apostles and Holy Martyrs

Saints and martyrs loom large in Armenian Christian spirituality. We look up to them; but could we ever be like them? Is

saintliness an unattainable ideal? Or something more ordinary?
ko sk

"Peter was sitting in the outdoor courtyard when a maid came up to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.”
But he denied it before everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you mean.” ... After a little while the bystanders came up and said to
Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them: your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do
not know the man!” Immediately the cock crowed—and Peter remembered the saying of Jesus: “Before the cock crows, you will
deny me three times.” He went outside, and wept bitterly." (Matthew 26:69-75)

Christ’s resurrection is our great story of victory, our assurance of triumph. God’s love for mankind won the contest against
man’s age-old enemies, Sin and Death. The faithful declare their share in that victory when they announce: Christ was raised from
the dead.

But to read the gospels, one is struck by the aura of failure that overhangs the figures in the resurrection story. Consider the
situation of the disciple Peter. In a supreme moment of decision, he denies even knowing Jesus, the teacher he has followed for three
years. It’s a revealing failure of discipleship—and worse, of friendship.

Yet Peter is clearly not a venal or evil man; in many ways he merely does what anyone else would do in the same situation.
Peter’s failure merely proves how ordinary he is.

The all-too-ordinary disciple has plenty of company in the Easter story. Along with Peter’s denial, we witness the tearful
despair of Mary Magdalene outside the tomb; the discouragement of the disciples on the road to Emmaus; the skepticism of Thomas;
t(l}le terlror oﬁ ?the main body of disciples hiding out in the upper room. We are tempted to ask: What are these stories doing in the

ospel at all?

Scripture offers no direct answer to this question; but it does lead us to an observation. The great Easter message of hope,
redemption, and new life was Christ’s gift to the world. But to carry it forward into the world, Jesus entrusted his gift to messengers
like these: the flawed and fearful, the discouraged and doubtful. Ordinary people, whose only distinction was that they had borne
witness to something beyond understanding.

How remarkable it is to realize that these were the earliest Christian saints! For eventually, Peter and the rest became
martyrs for Christ. They were individuals of no special distinction. But in light of our Lord’s resurrection they found the inner
strength to stand with him, and not to deny him, in the end. “Saint” is the name we give to such people.

Sainthood has become a subject of renewed interest in the Armenian Church. The canonization in 2015 was a great
milestone for our nation; but like all weighty moral undertakings, it did not occur without questions. Good and serious people
questioned whether it was possible to acknowledge such a large company of people as saints of the church. Indeed, one can say with
certainty that the vast majority of Genocide martyrs—people we now regard as saints—were flawed or otherwise unremarkable in
their lives, apart from the circumstances of their sainthood.

But now, after living in the consciousness of these “new” saints, perhaps we can find guidance in the Gospel account of
those who witnessed the resurrection.

‘Who could live a saintly life?

The saints are indeed ordinary people. But far from being an obstacle to our understanding, the very ordinariness of the
saints is what makes them examples—permits them to be aspirational figures for us. If they were superhuman beings with seamlessly
virtuous lives, we might admire them; but we would have a ready excuse, an alibi, for failing to live up to their example. Realizing
that they were ordinary people—men and women just like us—places the responsibility to live saintly lives directly on our shoulders.

This is surely one of the great moral revolutions Christianity brought into the world. To the imperial pagan world of Christ’s
time, heroes were the offspring of gods—an unattainable distinction. The spectacle of heroic suffering—tragedy—was meant to
make ordinary men tremble, while encouraging them to rest satisfied that, as mortals, they were beneath the notice of the careless
pagan divinities.

Contrast this with the Christian saints, who have arisen from every station of life, and often are not even recognized as
special until some moment of crisis. Their stories are meant to expose the deceit and injustice underlying the world around them—
and to disrupt our own self-satisfied appraisal of the world around us. Their suffering is heroic not because it defies unfeeling gods,
but because it imitates the experience of God’s Son—who lived, felt and suffered alongside his children, out of love for them.

This miraculous reality is the gift that all the saints embraced. However ordinary their lives may have been, carrying
Christ’s resurrection in their hearts magnified them. When their moment of decision came—whether in the Apostolic Age, in
1915, or even today—they refused to deny their Lord.

It falls to us to accept our own role in this drama. As the Gospel shows, Christ entrusted his message of faith, love, and re-
demption to people no different from us. Carrying it forward has been the work of dozens, hundreds, millions of faithful individ-
uals—our own ancestors among them. That gift now rests in our hands, and whether it continues to be carried forward through
another century is largely up to us.

Let that thought guide us, as we experience the season of Christ’s  resurrection in the company of our sainted Genocide
Martyrs, and affirm with them the everlasting truth that Christ was raised from the dead.

By Christopher H. Zakian EDACNA

Zuwyng Stnuuuywinipjut hhowwnwlh
«bpt Unnwguyg qphq, Bpniuwnbd, Unnwugh ghu we hu, Ygkugh 1kqne hu h phuu hu’
Pt ns jhotighg qplig» (Uwununu 137:5-6)

TYwpbph funpphg wpdwquipnid bt Uwnunubpgnih jupnunujue nt nnpwiduq tpgh Eukoubpp. «Gph
Unpwbwd pkq Bpniuwnbd, pnn dknpu snpwbw, b Gpk shhobd phq, pnn dbjugh {kgqniu hd phdpht»: Ujuwybu L
hhonnmipiniutbiph b Gpuqubph opngpnid dpjuppwpnipjut nt hwbquuunnmipui oplwbubp quiniud pruwnwwnyush
wnwnwuyju] hnght:

Utn hhonnmipjniiibpt nt Epuqubpl, wjuop, uhpkjh pnypbp b Enpuypubp, dbkq tmwutnid Eu ny hknwynp 20-pn
nupwuljhqp, btpp hwdwytt wohmwuphp thnpoplws Ep quubpuquuut  juybwswyw)  gnpénnnipnibbbpny:

udwpiwphuyhtt uwnbwothnph Uk whknh mubkguy Ubp dogndpph dkswgniyn nnphpgmipiniip Zwyng
Skquuywinipiip Uks Bnbntp, nph unphpyuiiywlub pyugpnudp dbp dnqnijpph huduwpwlwi hhonnipjui Uk
npnouddws £ 1915 pwljwith wwyphih 24-nd: Uju dudwbwljubpnd Oudwiyut Jujupnipjut Ynndhg vwntwuhpun



nuduinipjudp wundwlwt Zwjwunwih wpbdnjut hwnduwsnid hpugnpédytkg hwnipjut ghnuwuwwunipmniin:

Unuljuh ndpwgnpénipjuip qnh qlwghtt wykh pwt Ukl b Yhu dhjhnt huykp, pwqUwhwqup pruh
nbnwhwiwsutp poytghtt uhphwljwt witwwywwnbp, wdbkinip nsywgdbightt jwd wnédtght huyulub
hnqunp-dpwljmpwihtt  dwnwbgmipjut  npnodubpp,  huyulwb  hupumpniip  gupdwy  puunwddhn:

Zuyng unuluwih owpnlphg wighk] kb wdbh pwt hwpmnip wwphtbp. gudh nupwywiph, tWJuunwugdul,
hntuwppwpnipniiitph, puyg twb wdnpdwt nt Jhpuljuiquut wwphubp: Unujuh owpnbtph uwhudnltgnighs
wnbuwpubtiph wpel hwdpugws wohuiwphp, vwuyl, nujuyhtt hwdpughwinip nt hwdwpdbp nunuwwwpnnipwi
sh wpdwbwgnpt] ginuuuwwunipjut hwbgugnpénipniin:

Stnuuwwunipniup dkp donnypnh tjundwdp pupnituljynid | tub wyuop b wyipwt dwdwbiwly, pwh pkn
skt Jykpwgh] dtp wqghtt hwugywé hnqlnp, hnghpwbwlwb, pupnuiwt nt ynipwljwt whobh Ynpoiunbbph
htwnlwupubpp:

Zujng Sknuwuwwunipjut hwugnipdnudp, ppuw Yndynudp jud dpunnudp hwdwpdbip pupdwy unp
ginuwuwwunipnitph  fjupwjuniudw nt pwowjbpdwl: Zwynth hpopnipnit k, np wyju whywwndbnieniihg
nghotisyud tmughuwnubpp hpwugnpstghtt hnjnpnuwnp:

Zuunnipdl] dbnpp, wpwtwlnd E ny Jhuytt guntw) hwigulhg, wyll dwhwsk] gpuw ophttwswihnipniup,
ulhpwgnpst) dbknuuqnpénipiniup, hwigugnpsénipmiip pupdiul] juuwlbpy b hwppbpnipmibtinh wupqupwidw
qnpdhp:

Utp dnnnynipgp yuundwlwb hp wowphnipjutt Swbwwwphhtt dkpdting Jdbpdt] E ndpugnpédnipniop:
Upuunjugnipjut dknpp Epplp pnyt sh gplp dbp hnghubpniud, wyng wquunnipniuibph b hwdngnudubiph hwinby
pouwdwtph npndp Eppbp sh Sjupdwlt] hwyng hngnt winuuwnwbbpnid: Uw E pphunniubwljut dbp hupunipyut uphpn
oumuijup b pnuinuynipniip:

Stnuuwuwunipjult ndpugnpénipnithg htnn wiqud dbkp dopndnipnp Gpplp sh Ynpgply uhpbnt pp
wnwiudtwhwwnntl] Jupnnnipniup: Ukup guy nt Udnpdnp mubkup dbp hngnud, puyg ny Gpphp wwnbinipmit: Ukp
wuwhwbgwwmhpnipniup hwjuunwpdnipmniut £ gipuuyuinipjut twhwnwlubph unipp hhpwwnwlht b ny Gppkp
pouwdwp nt wnbnipmitt ndpugnpsubph tjuundwdp: Uhnkjh ndpugnpdmipiniup sh swpwgply dkp dnnndppht:

Mipwiwy, Unnwbwy, shhol]  ghnuuywimpjut  twhwnwlibpht  wiwymd b dunk]  ubhwuljwh
hlptmipnitp, hpwdwupt] wpdwhuywnympmniihg b, Ykpowybu, tpwbwymd t npwubwy hkig bpbt’ Uuwndnii:
Uundwoéughtt uhpn ywwwnguuh hpwgnpdnudp tppkp i Gppbp sh pungpynid wqquyhtt b hnglnp hupunipinithg
hpwdwupybnt Swbwwwphny wjng hwdkh quntwnt dqunid: Lkpnnqudwnnipniut nt ubkpp sniukb nshs punhwbnip
Jupunpus hupdwpynnquljuinipyut b pnyujud doppuyuonntpjut hbn: Ukp twhwnwlubpp dkp nidu Bu b dkp
gnpnipjnibp: Ujuipwl dwdwbwl, npputt jywhwywubkiup hwjuunwpunipniip dbp unipp twhwwnwlubpht, wjiput
dudwbwl, pwuh phn Juyuwpupbiup ghinuuywinipjui wnbwnwh hnbwipubph JEpugdwt hwdwp, whw £hown
wynpwit dudwhwl dkip Jowpmbwlkip thw] hwjunwphd dbp hipinipub b wpdwh dunwigp dkp twhunwlj]ws
hwjpbph:

Stnuuyuwunipjul dnngh dunnid wiqud b jud winbunidp hwigulgnipnt L ghiquuywubkph htin: dpu
hudwp twhwwnwlubph hhpwnwlh whpwlwit wju opp uwnunubpgnih htwnbnpnipjudp ntjuntpg L gununid
hwiwqquihll dbp wnnplnudp’ « unpp twhwwnwlibp, bpk Unpwiwip dkq, pnn snpubwi Ukp dknpbpp, b bph
shhokup dkq, pnn Ukp phuptpht Ukt dbp (Eqniubppy:

Uhpkih poypkp b bnppuypibp Jpbdubmpnipmibp sk dkq wowenpynny qunuihwpp: BYnkght' npubu
Uunduwduwghtt unnyg, Lodupunnipjut puguhuwjndut fwbwwyuphny thpynipjut wnwetnpybint hp wpwpkjntpju
Uk wnwidbwhwinnll hwidbwempmt mbh bwbh  wowpluynpbl o &ogpuinpkt giwhwnbm  yundwljwub
hpunupdmpemnittpp wowbg wpyknt wpwphhly bywnwlwhwpdwpnipmniibbpht: Biknkght wupnwynp]ws
qnpst) Uh whpnypnud, nip wilduwq b owipkpp wpnupnippub Jkpuljwbqidwi hwdwp, Uh whpnygpnd, nip
Sodwphn whinwwbwsnympiniip qniquljgdnid t hnghinp utwdph htn' dbquugnpsh qpodwbp, hwnnigdwip b
wppupugduip hwutbne hwdwp: «Uhpl) pupbjudht b uhpl) potwdniyy wunduwdswyuwupglh gungudibpp dhown
qnignpjws kb uhphp hlipy phq pphunnuwnnip bwbkpquipny: Uudus E «Uhphp plybpnen wjiybu husybu pn
widpy: Upu wyuwnguidng k, np wyng uhplint’ pphunnubwlub uvhpn swhwuwhdwip quoinid b wyb ubpp, np nwsnid
Eup hupubkpu dbp tjundwdp: Ukthuljub wiudh hwinby niitkgus wju hwpquiph nt wmpduwtwyunynipjut gqgugnidh
E, np pphunniywghtt odninmid £ wying uhpbint jupnnnipjudp:

Stnuuyuwinipjut unipp btwhwwnwljubph hlﬂlpuﬂ.lulh hhowwnwljh wnol nifjunnh wju opp Uklp wwpwp niukup
Ubkp bwpithubph, Ukp ubpnitinubph U Uuwnnién wngli hwnpwhwpbint uhpn nt tbpnpudnmpjut dquududp
ukpwqquyhtt Ukp Jyuupnid: Lol Yndhp Gl nt phwpbknipinit wyng uhpbint dkp hwjuwunhwgnidubpp, tpp sniukup ukp
huptubpu Ukp, Ubp wqgh quuljukph nt dbp Enpugpubph tjundwdp: ‘Lhpwljwt hhpwwnwlh wju wpwynwn hu hngnu
lunppbphg £phuninup wiminy phumd kU dkq puthwbghknt hwdwp dkp hngm junpplpp. winip wwhbip dbp
hwjjujut hupunipniup, snupkup punupulut nt qunuthwpwlut wjjwsht hnuwpubpht, wdkt hishg wnwe L
wlkt hushg yip dwpnip wuhbup huypkuhph uppuquit mupwspp onwpwdnin pupptphg nt Ytuwybpuyhg: Ukq sk
Ukph Ukp Gwhwwnwlikpp b sh Gkph dbq hipp Uundws, bpk nsbywgibup pwiljwpdtp wji wwinp, np Ubq
thnpuwbgdl; L Uuwndnig i1 wwhwywidky  ubkpmibinubpp qpubpubpny m qnhwipbpnipjudp:

Utp hwjugpp wju wwhhb nignlynyg nlwh pihtp huygbp dbp unipp twhwnwlibph pupbununipymip dbp

Continued on next page



Continued from previous page
Epyph hwnunnipjut nt wywhnynipjuwb hwdwp, yuudwjwt wpgupnipyuit hwunmwndwi hwdwp: Unnpkup
dhwutwpwp, np hwpnigyut Uungws wowwinnpki ophtth nt sunphwqupnh dbp donndpgh quuljubphtt wdbungp b

wnweolinpnh unp dknpphipmudubph nt hwennnipniuubph:
Qtpwounph S. Uppwly byjhuljnynu vwswwnpyu

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

Applications must be
submitted by May 15,2023

AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS:

$1,000 - Mesrob DerYeghiaian Scholarship
$1,000 - George & Mary Atashkarian Scholarship

REQUIREMENTS: CONTACT TO APPLY:

-Armenian Descent Victoria Markarian | hyeorty@gmail.com

(916) 431-7355

Nairy Colello| ncolello@yahoo.com
(925) 389-7331

-2nd Year College or Grad Student
in Northern California



PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
AISTORIC SAN FRANCISGO EVENT

TIME CAPSULE OPENING

S

Saturday; April 1, 2023
11:00am - 12:30pm
Unearthing Ceremony,
Remarks and Prayer Service

Mt. Davidson Cross
125 Dalewood, San Francisco

Free Event — Open to the Public

Join us as we unearth the time
capsule commemorating the first
Easter Sunrise Service on April 1, 1923.

Placement of a new time capsule
will be led by San Francisco
community leaders.

MT. DAVIDSON CROSS
ARMENIAN COUNCIL

Guests can park below the monument and
walk up. Shuttle vans available for those needing
assistance. For more information contact

info@mountdavidsoncross.org
mountdavidsoncross.org/timecapsule
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After the luncheon Ladies Soc1ety w1ll be assemblmg baby bags for
l;gepherd’s Gate. Shepherd’s Gate is a women’s shelter which helps
" women and children in Alameda County who are suffering ‘
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Save the Date
LADIES SOCIETY
'MOTHER’S DAY

LUNCHEON

VY T ~ Thursday,
' May 11, 2023

Noon

Cheese Beoreg Workdays - Help Needed
Please sign up and join us for any or all of four upcoming cheese beoreg workdays—April, 15, April
17, May 6, and May 8 at 9:30 am. Lunch will be provided but feel free to bring something to share.
If you plan to attend we need to know in advance so please contact Sandi Capurro to let her know you
are coming at: scapurro@sbcglobal.net




Easter Yughakin

It is customary in the Armenian Church to provide Yughakin, especially around the feasts of Easter and
Christmas. This practice dates as far back as the time of Moses in the Old Testament. Yughakin in Armenian
means "price of oil". Each local church community would donate money specially earmarked towards the
purchase of oil, which in turn would keep the lanterns burning and ultimately the doors of the Church open.

At this season of Christ's resurrection let us remember and continue the custom of Yughakin, so we can
keep our "oil-burning lanterns" always burning and our doors always open at St. Vartan. Please be generous to
the Church in observing this ancient Armenian custom.

Home Blessing

The Home Blessing Service is one of the most ancient and revered traditions of the Armenian Church.
The four necessary items to conduct this service are: red wine, water, bread, and salt.

For the traditional Easter Home Blessing, please contact Der Hayr for an appointment at
stvartanoakland@aol.com or 510-893-1671.

Requiem Service — Hokehankist St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church

A requiem will be said for Rev. Fr. Krikor Zak
the souls of the departed on Merelots ev. BT TIKOT Zakaryan

Sunday, April 16. Those who would
like to have the names of their Schedule of Holy Easter Services, 2023
departed loved ones included, should
contact the church secretary by April
13 at stvartanoakland@aol.com or |Palm Sunday, April 2

510-893-1671. MOTNINE SEIVICE ......vovieeevreeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseseaeeesenesesean 9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy and Sermon..........ccccoeeveeeiieniieniiencieenieennens 10:00 a.m.
On-line Bible Study Opening of the Doors &
7 pm Service of Antasdan (in the parking lot) ................ following Badarak
Thursday, April 13 Holy Thursday, April 6
Wednesday, April 19 Divine Liturgy—Memorial of the Last Supper................... 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 26 Ladies Society Lenten Luncheon.......................cooeeei 12 noon
Washing of the Feet.........ooovviiiiiiiiee e 6:30 p.m.
Service of Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord ....................... 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 7
Service of the Burial of our Lord ........ccccvveviiiiiiiiiies 6:30 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 8
Reading of the SCriptures ........cccoeeeveeevieeeciieenieeeee e 6:00 p.m.
DiIvINe LAtUIZY .eveeeiiieeiiieeiieeeieeeee e e 6:30 p.m.
Register for Bible Study and receive
a Zoom Meeting Link at: Holy Easter, April 9
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/ | |Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
events MOTINING SETVICE .....civieiieiietieie ettt 9:30 a.m.
DivINe LItUIZY ..ccvieeiiieiieiieeieeeeeieeee et 10:00 a.m.

New Sunday, Merelots, April 16

MoOrning SEIviCe.......cccviviiiiiiiiiiiiiicc 9:30 a.m.
DiIvINe LAtUIZY ..oveeeiiieeiiieeieeee e e 10:00 a.m.
Requiem Service — Following Badarak

Christ is risen from the dead.
x J [ Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ.

Hokehankist will not be offered Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday inclusive.
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Hye Social Chair: Annette Kevranian
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