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Fr. Krikor Zakaryan           December 2021 

Answering the “Why” of Christmas 

 “Be patient: keep your heart stable. For the Lord is coming, and he is at 
hand.” (Epistle of St. James 5:8) 
 Most Christian churches lead up to Christmas with a period called Ad-
vent. Advent means “coming,” and refers to the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
 In Armenian we call this lead-up period Hisnag—from the word for 
“fifty”—referring to the 50-day period of preparation anticipating the Nativity 
and Theophany of Christ (celebrated on January 6 in the Armenian Church). 
 Hisnag is a time to think about the why of Christmas: Why do we send 
greeting cards? Why do we beautify our homes with decorations? Why do we 
devote such attention to giving gifts, and to family gatherings? Against the hec-
tic seasonal commercialism that can leave us exhausted and dispirited, it offers 
us a long period of time to search within our hearts, in order to seek out and 
overcome the obstacles standing between us and the miracle of Jesus’ birth. 
 In this year of many trials—felt with acute pain by the Armenian faith-
ful—The Armenian Church has some notable traditions that help us to experi-
ence Hisnag in its fullest sense. 

Fasts 
 Advent in the Armenian Church endures about two weeks longer than in 
the Western churches. That’s why it’s called Hisnag: “The Fifty Days.” Three 
fasting periods, each a week long, are associated with this period. 
 First, Hisnag is introduced by a week of fasting, officially known as 
“The Fast to Begin Hisnag.” 
 Second, the fast following the third Sunday of Hisnag is known as “The 
Fast of St. James, Bishop of Nisibis.” The commemoration of that saint takes 
place on the concluding Saturday of the fast. 
 The third and final fast precedes “Armenian Christmas”: the Feast of the 
Nativity and Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s called “The Fast of the 
Nativity.” 
 For the remaining part of Hisnag (that is, between the formal week-long 
fasts), Wednesdays and Fridays are still observed as fasting days. 

Feasts 
 Alongside the fasting days, the Armenian Church observes a number of 
feast days during the 50 days of Hisnag. 
 The Feast of the Presentation of the Holy Virgin to the Temple is cele-
brated on a fixed date, November 21—even if that date falls within a prescribed 
week of fasting. When that happens, the feast is celebrated liturgically, but fast-
ing prevails in personal dietary matters. 
 The same goes for the Feast of the Conception of the Holy Virgin by St. 
Anna, which is always celebrated on December 9. 

 
 

Bible Readings 
 

Dec. 5 Luke 13:6-9 
Dec. 12 Luke 14:16-24 
Dec. 19 Luke 17:1-6 
Dec. 26 Luke 18:9-14 
 
 

Isaiah 40:3 
 

A voice cries: “In the  
wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 
 

 

 



 Hisnag is also a time for honoring some major Christian saints. These include: 
• St. Gregory the Wonderworker and St. Basil of Caesarea, the 4th-century founders of Christian theology 
• Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew, Holy Apostles of Christ and the First Enlighteners of Armenia 
• The Egyptian church fathers 
• Early bishops of the church like St. Clemens, St. Ignatius, St. Polycarpus, and St. Nicholas 
• St. James of Nisibis 
• King David, the royal ancestor of Jesus, who is commemorated as the prophetic author of the Book of 

Psalms 
• St. James the Apostle, known as the “Brother of the Lord” 
• St. Stephen, the church’s first deacon and its first martyr (or “Protomartyr”) 
• Sts. Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles 
• Sts. James and John, known together as the “Sons of Thunder,” likewise Holy Apostles of Christ 
• Remembering these saintly figures, drawing lessons from their lives, is another way to “stabilize your 

heart” (as the Epistle of St. James puts it), and make ready for the imminent arrival of Jesus. 
Your Gift to God 

 Most of all, when you embrace Hisnag, and try to live it in a meaningful way, it can open your heart to 
the gifts of God that surround us—and to the greatest gift of all: His Son. This Advent, re-dedicate yourself to 
Christ in action, thought, and prayer; improve your habits and give yourself back to God, as a sign of gratitude 
to Him. 
 When Advent begins, the Lord is at hand. 

By EDACNA 

 

 On November 7, Fr. Krikor presented a spe-
cial children’s message. The Sunday School also had 
a special Thanksgiving lesson and craft that day.  

 We have teamed up once again with See’s 
Candies to add some sweetness to your holidays. 
From now until December 3, 2021 access our online 
shop from the link at the St. Vartan Church Website 

(www.stvartanoakland.com) to buy delicious See’s 
Candies (or gift cards) and show your support for St. 
Vartan Church.   

ARS Bake Sale 
      The Armenian Relief Society Oakland 
Erepouni Chapter held a Drive Through 
Bake Sale at St. Vartan Church on Novem-
ber 14, 2021 featuring ARS members’ fa-
vorite homemade Armenian cookies.  
      All proceeds from the bake sale went to 
ARS programs in Armenia, Syria and Leb-
anon. 

 

 

Join us for Bible Study 
 

On-line Beginners Bible Study 
10 am 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 

 
Register for Zoom Code 

https:/www.stvartanoakland.com/events 

On-line Bible Study 
7:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 

December 15, 2021 
 

Register for Zoom Code 
https:/www.stvartanoakland.com/events 

Christ is Born and Revealed 
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

Western Christmas Celebration 
Morning Service ................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, January 5, 2022 

Armenian Christmas Eve 
Readings…………………………………………………………………….6:00 p.m. 

Jurakalouyts Badarak (Liturgy of the Lights) ........................6:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, January 6, 2022 

Armenian Christmas Day 
Asdvadzahaidnootiun—Nativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ 

Morning Service ................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday,  January 9, 2022 

Armenian Christmas Celebration 
Asdvadzahaidnootiun—Nativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ 

Morning Service  .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ....................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 

Blessing of the Baptismal Waters 
 

Sunday, January 16, 2021 

Memorial Sunday—Merelots  
Morning Service ................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy ........................................................................ 10:30 am. 

Requiem for Deceased Loved Ones 

 

Yughakin 
      It is customary in the Armenian 
Church to provide Yughakin, espe-
cially around the feasts of Christmas 
and Easter. This practice dates as far 
back as the time of Moses in the Old 
Testament. Yughakin in Armenian 
means "price of oil". Each local 
church community would donate 
money specially earmarked towards 
the purchase of oil, which in return 
would keep the lanterns burning and 
ultimately the doors of the Church 
open. At this season of Christ's Birth 
let us remember and continue in the 
custom of Yughakin, so we can keep 
our "oil-burning lanterns" always 
burning and our doors always open at 
St. Vartan. To make a donation please 
log on to the church website: https://
www.stvartanoakland.com/donate or 
mail a check to the office. Please be 
generous to the Church in observing 
this ancient Armenian custom. 

 
Requiem Service—Hokehankist 

     A requiem will be said for the 
souls of the departed on Sunday, Jan-
uary 16, 2022. Those who would like 
to have the names of their departed 
loved ones included should contact 
the church office at 510-893-1671 or 
stvartanoakland@aol.com before 
Thursday, January 13, 2022. 
 

Home Blessing 
      The Home Blessing Service is one 
of the most ancient and revered tradi-
tions of the Armenian Church. The 
three necessary items to conduct this 
service are: water, bread, and salt. 
Call the church office to schedule a 
Christmas Blessing.  

https://www.stvartanoakland.com/
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/donate
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/donate


RSVP by December 5, 2021 

to Nelly Kargodorian, 420 LaCasa Via, Walnut Creek, CA  94598 

Check payable to St. Vartan Armenian Church 

Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number_______________________________________________________________ 

Number of lunches ($20 each)______________ Raffle tickets ($20 for pack of 25)________ 

Amount included___________________ 

  I would like to donate a raffle basket/gift.  

Donations 
St. Vartan Church Parish Priest and Council gratefully acknowledge the following donations: 

St. Vartan Voice Newsletter—Alice Doolittle, Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan 

In Honor of the Wedding of Nshan Alikian and Mary Moreno—Samuel and Arpinee Alikian 

In Honor of Steve Donikian Serving as Deacon at Edward Minasian’s funeral—Ed and Kristian Minasian 

New Stewardship Donations 
Silver Level: Suzanne and Ed Vasgerdsian 
Bronze Level: Ron and Liz Ojakan 

In Memory 
† Edward Minasian 

Edward T. and Kristian Minasian, Armen Najarian, Kristin Bassetti, Harry Kamian and Harvey Kamian, 
Don and Lisa Manoogian, Marlene Tolegian, Jerald Tusan, Kristin Bassetti,  

Harry Kamian and Harvey Kamian, Nora and Harvey Hanoian, Regina Garabedian,  
Harold and Bonnie Koojoolian, Tan Matosian, Cheryl Minton and Paul Ohanesian,  

Stan and Wendy Holcenberg, Hasmig and Anto Cingoz, Lucille Dolab, Greg Cherezian, Sylvia Gozurian, 
Liz and Ron Ojakian, Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan, Lou Aronian, Arlene and Vartan Hovsepian (St. Vartan 

Voice newsletter), Lillian Mardikian, Seno and Dickie Garabedian, Lori and Andy Hill,  
Jim Kay and Emily Gu, Ron and Dorothy Ajemian, Lou and Candis Dokos, Sylvia Kalashian,  

Pete and Pat Barsamian, Harry and Carol Dokouzian, Richard and Anahed Kharibian,  
Jack and Barbara Bousian, Carol Rustigian (Endowment Fund), Mike and Sue Kilijian,  

Oakland Triple X Fraternity, Dorris Kezerian, Denise Takvorian, Elise and Ralph Kazanjian 
† Edward Minasian for Ladies Society 

Stuart and Carolyn Arakelian and Family, Nurhan and Mary Donikian, Suzanne and Ed Vasgerdsian,  
Nora and Harvey Hanoian 

† George Ataskarian 
Lillian Mardikian (St. Vartan Voice) 

† Earl Saroyan 
Mike and Sue Kilijian 

Rejan Kalpakjian 
Norayr and Elizabeth Kalpakjian 

† Lucine Kroeckel 
Nora and Harvey Hanoian (Ladies Society) 

† Deeramayr Hyule Khachikyan (Fr. Hovel’s Mother) 
Arlene and Vartan Hovsepian (Ladies Society) 

† Deeramayr Hyule Khachikyan for the Ohanyan Family Fund 
The Diers Family, Wartkes Hagopian, Fr. Krikor and Yn. Anoush Zakaryan, Don and Lisa Manoogian, 

Yeghia and Ana Apkarian, Lesley Bazigian Kissick, Jack and Sonik Hakimian,  
Ed and Suzanne Vasgerdsian, Narine Kostandyan and Yuriy Topchiyan, Ara and Angel Azizian, Evelyn 

Boyd, Arlene Boyd and Sevag and Annette Kevranian, Kristin Bassetti, Lucille Dolab 

News From Our St. Vartan Family 
Condolences 

 A funeral service was held for Edward Minasian on October 27, 2021 at St. Vartan Church. Our condo-
lences to Edward’s son, Edward T. (Kristian) Minasian; his nephews, Robert (Karen) Tarpin and Ronald 
(Dorothy) Ajemian; nieces, Caroline (Robert) Brownson and Roberta Schmitt; and many grand-nieces and 
nephews. 

Wedding 
 On October 23, 2021 Fr. Krikor performed the sacrament of Holy Matrimony for Nshan Alikian and 
Mary Moreno at St. Helena Catholic Church in St. Helena, California. Nshan is the son of Samuel and Arpinee  
Alikian and Mary is the daughter of Carlos and Patience Moreno.  

St. Vartan Holiday Food Drive 
 St. Vartan Church is sponsoring their Annual Food Drive for the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank throughout November and December 2021. Please place your donations in the barrels in the church hall. 



WE WISH OUR FRIENDS A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS! 

SHNORHAVOR AMANOR YEV SOORP DZNUNT 

 
Don, Lisa and Matthew Manoogian  *  Charles and Seda Chavdarian  *  Dorris Kezerian 

 

Pete and Pat Barsamian  *  Harvey and Nora Hanoian  *  Ed and Suzanne Vasgerdsian 

 

Barry and Judy Toomajian  *  Vartan and Arlene Hovsepian  *  Richard and Judy Sharafian 

 

Wartkes Hagopian  *  Rachel Harger and Family  *  Norma Yaglijian  *  Marlene Tolegian 

 

Annabelle Taylor  *  Harold and Bonnie Koojoolian  *  Harry and Carol Dokouzian 

 

Lucille Dolab and Family  *  Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan  *  Edward and Armineh Jamgotchian 

 

Liz and Ron Ojakian 
 

 
Rev. Fr. Krikor, Yn. Anush, Emma and Grace Zakaryan 

St. Vartan Church Deacons and Altar Servers 

St. Vartan Church Parish Council  * St. Vartan Church Ladies Society 

St. Vartan Church Sunday School  * St. Vartan Church A.C.Y.O. 

St. Vartan Church Cultural Committee  * St. Vartan Church Athletic Committee 

St. Vartan Church Choir 

 Ladies Society Featured Recipe of the Month 
Yalanchi Sarma 

Here's a favorite recipe for the holidays. This recipe is found in our cookbook. Our cookbook is a perfect gift 
for Christmas and is available for sale in our Khanoot. Sarma means rolled. Yalanchi means false, meaning 
filled with rice and oil and not with meat. 

Makes 80 
 1 cup oil     6 cup chopped onions  2 cup rice  (Arborio) 
 1/2 cup chopped parsley  1 cup water   1 cup tomato sauce  
 1 cup lemon juice   1 TBSP salt   1/2 tsp black pepper 
 Dash cayenne    1TBSP dill 

Sauté onions in oil until clear. Stir often to prevent burning. Add all ingredients except parsley and bring to 
boil. Stir, turn heat low and cook covered about 15 minutes. Add parsley and stir. Let cool. 

Rice mixture should be cooked the day before and allowed to cool. 

Rinse grape leaves and squeeze out water. Remove stem from leaf.   

Lay each leaf dull side up. Place 1 teaspoon rice mixture on the leaf, fold sides over filling and roll leaf up. 

Cooking instructions: 

Place romaine leaves in the bottom of large pan to prevent sarma from burning and arrange the rolled leaves 
side by side in the pan. Add more leaves on the top, then place plate over the 
top to keep them in place. 

Add: 1 cup water, 1 cup lemon juice 

Cover. Cook slowly over low flame until water is absorbed. 

Remove from stove. Do not plate until sarma has cooled to prevent discolora-
tion. 

When cool, carefully lay Sarma on a flat dish and keep in refrigerator until 
serving. 

Serve cold, sprinkle with olive oil to make it shine. Garnish with lemon slices. 

Paree Aghorjak! 

Khanoot Korner 
 Pickup day this month is Saturday, December 18 from 11am to 1pm in the church hall.  Please 
place your orders no later than Friday, December 17 by 6pm. You may reach me at (408) 247-3772. Please 
leave a message with your order if you get the machine, and I will call you back to confirm.  -Kristian 

 Here is what we have: 

 Armenian coffee — $6/ 6oz    Bastirma — $12  
 Bulghur — $2/ pound (all sizes)   Cheese Berag —$40/1-doz lg or 2-doz sm 
 Choreg — $17/ dozen     Gata w/Khoritz — $15/ dozen 
 Lahvosh Christmas Trees — $4/ box   Lahvosh 5”rounds — $7/ bag  
 Lamajoon (reg or spicy) — $11/ half-doz   
 Luleh — $32/ four (thaw and cook) 
 Roejig — $14       
 Souberag — $18/ sm tray or $36/ lg 
 Soujouk — $11      
 String Cheese — $12 
 Vermicelli — $2      
 Walnut Gata — $15/ dozen 
 Ladies Society Cookbook — $ 25 



And Just Like That…St. Vartan Youth is Back! 
 
On Saturday, November 13, Der Krikor and Yn. Anoush opened their lovely home to our new ACYO Jun-
iors and families. About 30 people gathered for a delicious (light?) dinner and fellowship. Everyone had a 
great time catching up—or meeting for the first time—and a new ACYO Junior Board was elected.  
 
Congratulations to the following officers; 
Anna Krikorian, Chairperson 
Sevag Hakimian, Vice-Chairperson 
Vaughn Pechdimaldji, Treasurer 
Emma Zakaryan, Recording Secretary 
Vatche Shahvekilian, Corresponding Secretary 
Ani Brady and Avedis Gourjian, PR and Social Media 
 
We are so looking forward to working with this new and energetic group of teens and their families to build 
our youth group into the strong and powerful group it can be for our community. Meetings will be on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month so if you're between ages 12-17 come join us on those Sundays. More to come!  
 
Then on Sunday, November 14 another long-standing St. Vartan tradition restarted. The St. Vartan Girls 
Volleyball team met with Coaches Annette Kevranian and Jackie Apffel for a casual skills workshop and team 
building. This was a quick intro to volleyball and to our coaches, and we’re looking forward to starting prac-
tice on a regular basis in January, most likely on Sundays at 2 pm. Let us know if you’re interested. It’s not too 
late to join the team, and look for Boys' Basketball to start soon! 



Saint Stephen the Proto-Deacon and First Martyr  
c. A.D. 5-34 

  Saint Stephen was one of the first ordained deacons of the Church. He was 
also the first Christian martyr. He is titled "Proto-Deacon and First Martyr". 
  Of the seven ordained, Stephen was the oldest and given the title of 
"archdeacon," the chief among them. Little is known about him aside from the 
account in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. Like most of the early Christian 
leaders, he was Jewish, but may have come from among the Greek speaking or 
Hellenistic believers, the ones feeling slighted in the distribution of alms. 
  The Greek word from which we derive the English word "martyr" literally 
means witness. In that sense, every Christian is called to bear witness to Jesus 
Christ, in both their words and their actions. Not all are asked to shed their blood. 
Those who do shed their blood for the faith are the greatest of witnesses. They 
have been especially honored since the very beginning of Christianity. Stephen 
was so conformed to Jesus in his holy life that his martyrdom was both a natural 
and supernatural sign of his love for the Lord. It also inspired the early believers 
as they faced the first round of brutal persecution. 
  His behavior, even forgiving those who were taking his life while he was 
being stoned to death, was a beautiful reflection of how conformed he truly was to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is recorded in Chapter 7 of the Acts of the Apostles 
[Acts7:54-60], a book of the Bible which immediately follows the Gospels in the 
New Testament. 
  The 6th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles contains an account of the 
choice of the first seven deacons of the Church. As the Apostles worked to contin-
ue the ministry of Jesus Christ, some of the Greek-speaking widows were being 
neglected in their practical needs. The Twelve decided to ordain seven deacons to oversee their care. In doing 
so, the deacons extended the pastoral care of the Apostles, the first Bishops of the early Church, enabling them 
to attend more to teaching. 
  Great preaching and miracles were attributed to Stephen. The Bible records that Stephen "full of grace 
and power, did great wonders and signs among the people." Stephen's popularity created enemies among some 
Jews, members of the Synagogue of Roman Freedmen. They debated with him, to generate evidence against 
him to further persecute the early Church. 
  They accused him of blasphemy, of speaking against God and Moses. The charges inflamed the local 
populace which demanded he be tried and punished. When Stephen was put on trial, several false witnesses 
were brought forward by the Sanhedrin to testify that he was guilty of blasphemy. He was charged with pre-
dicting that Jesus would destroy the Temple and for preaching against Mosaic Law. 
  Stephen was filled with wisdom from heaven. He responded by detailing the history of Israel and out-
lining the blessings that God had bestowed upon his chosen people. He also explained how disobedient Israel 
had become, despite the goodness and mercy of the Lord. Stephen explained that Jesus had come to fulfil the 
Law of Moses, not destroy it. He quoted extensively from the Hebrew Scriptures to prove his case. 
  Finally, he admonished the Sanhedrin, saying, "You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and 
ears. You are always resisting the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Can you name a single prophet 
your ancestors never persecuted? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now 
you have become his betrayers, his murderers. In spite of being given the Law through angels, you have not 
kept it." [Acts 7:51-53] 
  As Stephen concluded his defense, he looked up and saw a vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. He said, "Look, I can see heaven thrown open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 
That vision was taken as the final proof of blasphemy to the Jews who did not believe Jesus was the Messiah 
or Son of God. For them, Jesus could not possibly be beside the Father in Heaven. The crowd rushed upon Ste-
phen and carried him outside of the city to stone him to death. As Stephen was being brutally stoned, he spoke 
his last words, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Lord, do not hold this sin against them." Words which echoed 
the very words of Jesus on the Cross. Following those words, Stephen fell asleep in the Lord. 
  Watching the trial and execution was a Jew and Roman citizen named Saul of Tarsus, a virulent perse-
cutor of the early Church. Saul, a witness to the stoning, "approved of their killing him" [Acts 8:1]. In the af-
termath of Stephen's death, the remaining disciples fled to distant lands, many to Antioch. [Acts 11:19–20]. 
  Shortly thereafter, Saul would himself encounter the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus and be dra-

matically converted, taking the name Paul as a sign of his new life in Jesus Christ. He went on to become the 
great apostle to the Gentiles. His encounter is recorded in the 9th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. 
  The exact site in Jerusalem of Stephen's stoning is not mentioned in Acts; instead there are two differ-
ent traditions. One, claimed by noted French archaeologists Louis-Hugues Vincent (1872–1960) and Félix-
Marie Abel (1878–1953) to be ancient, places the event at Jerusalem's northern gate, while another one, dated 
by Vincent and Abel to the Middle Ages, and no earlier than the 12th century, locates it at the eastern gate. 
(Stephen detail NOV 02 012) The only first-hand source of information on the life and death of St. Stephen is 
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 Other accounts include that Stephen was buried by Christians, but the location of his tomb is not speci-
fied in the New Testament and may have been forgotten for a time. In 415 a Christian priest claimed he had a 
vision of the tomb and located Stephen's remains. A name inside the tomb, Stephen, confirmed the find. Other 
accounts say that the body of the holy Protomartyr Stephen, left to be eaten by beasts, was secretly taken up by 
the Jewish teacher Gamaliel and his son Habib, who buried Stephen on his estate. They both believed in Christ, 
and later received holy Baptism. 
 Stephen's life previous to his ordination as a deacon and appointment to his work remains for us almost 
entirely in the dark. His name is Greek and suggests he was a Hellenist, i.e., Jews who had been born in some 
foreign land and whose native tongue was Greek; however, according to a fifth century tradition, the name 
“Stephanos” was only a Greek equivalent for the Aramaic Kelil (Syrian: kelila, "crown"), which may be the 
protomartyr's original name and was believed to be inscribed on a slab found in his tomb. It seems that Stephen 
was not a proselyte, for the fact that Nicolas is the only one of the seven deacons designated as such makes it 
almost certain that the others were Jews by birth. 
  That Stephen was a pupil of Gamaliel is sometimes inferred from his able defense before the Sanhed-
rin; but this has not been proved. Neither do we know when and in what circumstances he became a Christian; 
it is doubtful whether the statement of St. Epiphanius numbering Stephen among the seventy disciples is de-
serving of any credence. His ministry as deacon appears to have been mostly among the Hellenist converts 
with whom the Apostles were at first less familiar; and the fact that the opposition he met with sprang up in the 
synagogues of the "Libertines" (probably the children of Jews taken captive to Rome by Pompey in 63 B.C. 
and freed, hence the name Libertini), and "of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of them that were of 
Cilicia and Asia" shows that he usually preached among the Hellenist Jews. That he was pre-eminently fitted 
for that work, his abilities and character, which the author of the Acts dwells upon so fervently, are the best 
indication. The Church had, by selecting him for a deacon, publicly acknowledged him as a man "of good rep-
utation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom" [Acts 6:3]. He was "a man full of faith, and of the Holy Spirit" [vi, 
5], "full of grace and fortitude" [vi, 8]; his uncommon oratorical powers and unimpeachable logic no one was 
able to resist, so much so that to his arguments replete with the Divine energy of the Scriptural authorities God 
added the weight of "great wonders and signs" [vi, 8]. Great as was the efficacy of "the wisdom and the spirit 
that spoke" [vi, 10], still it could not bend the minds of the unwilling; to these the forceful preacher was fatally 
soon to become an enemy. 
  The Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Oriental 
Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox Churches, and the Church of 
the East venerate Stephen as a saint. He is particularly pop-
ular among the Armenian Orthodox. 
  St. Stephen is often depicted as a beardless man in 
deacon's vestments and stole, along with stones, a Gospel 
Book, a miniature church and a martyr's palm frond, and 
also a thurible (censer). He is the patron saint of Deacons 
and Altar Servers, as well as bricklayers and casket makers 
in some traditions. 
  In the special pre-festive worship services and eu-
charistic celebration on this feast day, it is traditional for all 
deacons serving at the altar to wear a liturgical crown. 
  In the Armenian Orthodox Church, December 25th 
is the designated feast day, but is displaced from Wednes-
days and Fridays—which are fast days when feasts are not 
observed—and Sundays. St. Stephen is remembered at each 
Divine Liturgy as the first deacon and first martyr, as well 
as at other worship services. 


