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EASTER MESSAGE
OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN
PRIMATE OF THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
OF NORTH AMERICA

“Glory to Your Miraculous Resurrection, Lord.”

The Mystery of Christ’s Resurrection is beyond the limits of human
comprehension and logic. Christ’s Resurrection can only be felt and lived solely
through faith. Faith is the key to immerse in the transparency of the Resurrec-
tion and comprehend its influence in the life of humanity, especially throughout
various historical periods of our nation.

The Resurrection is the purest expression of Christ’s limitless and un-
conditional love, the assurance of His true promise, with which light overcame
. . darkness, hope prevailed over uncertainty, life defeated death, and good pre-
Bible Readings vailed over evil.

The Resurrection of Christ is the greatest testament to our faith, the
framework of the validity of our creed, the undeniable truth of Christ’s divinity

May 1 John 3:1-12
May 8 John 5:24-30

: for the non-believers and skeptics, and lastly the anchor of our spiritual identi-
. May 15 John 7:14-24 >
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newsletter is published once a month by St. Vartan Armenian Church. May 29 John 12:12-23 In these times, when the chaos of the Worlgl 1s. (Zverwhe1m1ng, some have
resorted to unknowingly pose the following question: “Where is the Resurrected
The deadline for all articles is the fifteenth of each month. Soorp Asdvadz Lord?” Why didn’t God save us from the merciless coronavirus pandemic, why
didn’t He send signs of the 44-day Artsakh War, why didn’t He resolve the dif-
ArCthShoﬁ Hovnan Derderian, Primate Soorp Asdvadz, ferences between Russia and the Ukraine, a war between brother countries that
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Parish Assembly Chair: David Ojakian o\(]);;r) g::yzﬁr;a The righteous Job also resorted to asking such questions, when he lost
Choir Bgles‘it%rﬁém[fnﬁaf;gﬁgio"a Merhelotz, everything despite being pious and God-loving. Like chers, Job also experi-
%O Chair: AnnagKnkonan Vorghormia mez. enced feelings of hopelessness. However, when listening to Job’s complaints,
Sunda School Superintendent: Karen Mener God answered him “Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?”” (JOB
L%dftsursa(icslgtc};e t?%%a?ruzf?zngﬁalg?a%us Holljzlgd(;]\?li’vhty 40:8). Hearing this Job regretted his actions and repented by saying “I have
Hokejosh:” Nora Hanoian Hol e o) heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You” (JOB 42:5).
Hye Social Chair: Annette Kevranian W e e el Let us not be naive like those who attempted to console Job through
GI]I—?’l(S) ﬁisféﬁagoggﬁchéﬁee %Oelor%%?an From the dead, empty and wearisome explanations, being the cause of his temptation. The an-
Newsletter Ed1tors Arlene Hovsepian and ‘I]{achel Harger Have mercy on us. swers to the “Whys” rest in the Cross and the Crucified, the precious blood that

He shed in sacrificing Himself for the salvation of humanity. The All Benevo-
lent God does not wish death upon the sinful. The evil and the devastation that
occurs in the world are not His will nor does He command them. They are the
result of our free will. St. James the Apostle says it rightfully, “Let no one say
when he 1s tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does He Himself tempt anyone” (JAMES 1:13).

Therefore, such doubts and questions which may arise from our human
condition ought to be answered in our partaking in Christ’s sufferings, as God
demonstrated His salvific power, which ultimately culminated with His Glori-
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ous and Victorious Resurrection. It is for this reason that during Holy Week, when we sing, “To Your Cross,
Christ” (Khachi ko Krisdos), we praise and signify Christ’s betrayal, passion, burial, and resurrection.

As did our ancestors, we too must live our lives embracing the sunrise of Christ’s Resurrection, realiz-
ing that the temptations of life are impermanent and temporary. The mystery of Christ’s Victorious Resurrec-
tion ought to reside in the hearts of our people in Armenia and the Diaspora if we wish to heal our pain and
diminish our sufferings. Comfort and consolation is derived from God. At times of doubt, sorrow and great
pain, like Job, we bow before His Might. We regret and furthermore, we repent. It is only then that we will be-
come worthy of seeing the Resurrected Lord.

Today, the Armenian Apostolic Holy Church exhorts her faithful to renew their spiritual lives with the
mystery of the Resurrection. Our Church commands us to relinquish slanderous discourse, destructive criti-
cism, unsuitable complaints, the relay of self-responsibility on others. Our Church instructs us to express our
God-loving nature by demonstrating keenness, care, and love for another, just as God loves us all. We rest as-
sured that our spiritual reawakening and national strength is conditioned upon the realization of these afore-
mentioned exhortations.

The Feast of the Resurrection becomes meaningful when our people embrace a spirit of forgiveness,
welcome humility, rely on wholehearted faith signified by the Christian spirit. How can we become God-
loving, if we cannot uphold these virtues? How shall we stand before the power and the glory of the Resurrect-
ed Lord, if we are unable to value the God-given gifts of our Homeland, our Holy Etchmiadzin, our language
and our culture?

For us, the year 2022 is of great significance as we celebrate the 95th anniversary of the establishment
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America. We have dedicated this year as the year of
“The Armenian Christian Family.” These occasions oblige us to celebrate the milestone anniversary with feel-
ings of gratitude, emphasizing that the strength of our Diocese is conditioned upon the vivacity of the Armeni-
an Christian family.

When we reflect on these two occasions, the light shines upon the path to an everlasting life. Therefore,
may our souls gaze upon that light wherein our salvation and the salvation of our nation is derived. Let us wel-
come and embrace Christ’s Resurrection proclaiming,

“Christ is risen from the dead.
Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ.”
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Easter 2022

The St. Vartan ACYO met on April 9 and pre-
pared Palm Sunday crosses, packed Easter boxes
and enjoyed an Ice Cream Social.
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 LEARNHOWTO PREPARE
" 'THE HYE CAFE'S FAMOUS
#k*YOGURT EGGPLANT**

Pt e WITH OUR VERY OWN
= HYE CAFE CHEF

y = HASMIG CINGOZ

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022 AT 1PM
, 650 SPRUCE ST., OAKLAND, CA 94610
- ST. VARTAN CHURCH JOHN MARUKIAN HALL

$20 PER PERSON

(PRICE INCLUDES A LIGHT LUNCH PRIOR TO CLASS,
RECIPE INGREDIENTS, INSTRUCTION, AND TAKE-HOME FOOD)

-t *

¥ * RSVP NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2022
AT WWW.STVARTANOAKLAND.COM '
= OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT (510) 893-1
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Swpnipbwl unphnipyp sthopdkip pudppil) dwpyuht dpnh m npudwupuinipbul nwpnnmpbudp’
wwupnhtt b Quyt jupbh £ qqu nt wyph) dhuyg ot dhwyt hwwnph ghnugnipbudp: Zwiwwnpt Ehinbiwpup
pwtiwghtt, npni dhongny Yp upnquiwip thpputhwigl] jupniptwt anphnippht dke b hwuljuwy, pk hisy hup
Ukpgnpéniphit niitkgus b wytt wpuwphh dwppnipbwi Yewipht dky, puyg dwbwiwbn dkp wqgh quuwljug Yhwiph
pninp hwbigpniwtubpnii:

£phuninuh jupniphiut Uunnidn) wiuwhdwi bt wi]tpuywh uhpny wehutiwwnsbwb £, Gbnp wiunun
Jununniuhtt hwiwunhpp, npny (njup junphg putwphi, pup wpodnpbwb, Jhwipp dwhnh, pupht'’ suphb:

£nhunnuh jupniphiup kp hwmwnph jhwtpht dke wdbukt dbs Jiuyniphiut E, dbp nuiwbws Ypouh
Jukpniptiwt hhdtwpwpp, wthwiwntbpm b phpwhwiwnibpnt hwdwp Lphutnnuh wunniusmptwt wihtppkih
wywugnjgn, Ukp hngliinp hupuinipbwt phwphupup:

Uju optipni, tipp wppiwphtt unkné E, pwnkp swpwutinuny §p hwupguky, pk nip k Swpnighuy Pnplihsp: busn
Uunniws swmquunkg Ukq puqujupuljh dwhpkl, hsn 1 shutijukg Upgupubwt yEpohtt yyunbkpwqup, hyn 1 shuipphg
Mniupny b Mippwithn) mwpwdwjiniphiutbpp, npnig hntiwipny Enpujpuuyut yunbkpuqup Yptwy Eppnpy
wpuwuphwdwpnh yepwsdnthy:

Upnuwn 8npt w tdwt jupnyuh mntwjnwipubp wypbkgur, Epp Ynpuignig wdky phiy hwljwnwly wyt thwunht,
np pupbyuw)wn b wunniwswubp dwpy dpt Ep: 8nph wy pwintpne tlwb jmuwpwpmptwt wwhbp ntiigu: Uuljuyh
Uuwnniwd dnhl pkyny 8nph dwpnpught npuntigtkpp” wuinwujuwitg wlnp. «Rtqh wppupugubne hwdwp qh’u
juuguiinp yhwnh hwibux»: (83NF 40:8) Uunp Ypuy 8npp qnowg kL mywphumpkg pubiny. «Gu £n1 dwuhny wjwgny jukp
Eh, puyg hhdw wspu Yp nkuik Leqh»: (BNF 42:5)

Uhwdhwn sppjuiip 8nph pupbljudttpnit yku, npntp nipnikgut dwbdpuh b uhtt puguwnpniphrubpny winp
Uphpupbnt qujpulnmpbui: «busnyubpnit yunwupwip vwsht b vwskwht kg yhwh qutktp, Uunp jhnws
unipp wpbwt bt judwinp quunwpugnidhi: Udkbwpwuphtt Uuinniws dinuinpht dwhp sh gumujup. ywwnwhng
swphplbpt nt wphuwnhppbpp wpnhiip sk Ghnp Judphtt jud hpwhwght, wyp Ukp wmquun judbgnnmptwb:
Swlnpnu wnwplw] gun nhyniy Y'puk. «2ppuy pEuklp, np inpdmptwi Uk E, puk «Uunmsdk hp hopdnipud».
Juuligh Uuwnniwé swip pwbkpny sh thnpdnthp, n's wy htup dEYp Yp thopdb»: (BUUNE 1:13)

Mipkdt, Ukp dwppljuyght swp hngighdwykt wjudwy phuny, Eppbdt wp wippupughopk nuunwywipwnng
hwpgnidubpni yuwunwupwp bt wdks nbuwl juujwsubpni hupunnudp ywhwnh quukup £phuninuh dkqh htn
supswpwbwlhg pjunt, Ukp thpyniptwt hwdwp gnhwpbpnibint b thunpny jupniphit wntbnt wunniwswnhp
hunphnightt Uke: Gunp hwdwn k, np Urtwgq Cwppniwy pupugphtt «uwsh pn phunnuy pupuljuith tpghignnnipbwdp 4p
thwnuinpkip b hp dkdwugnigwibup Lphunnuh dwntniphtup, swpswpwupubpp, punnidp b jupniphiip:

Pusytu Ubkp bwubhp, wyiyku b dkip wwpnhip wyphy dkp Jhubpp jupnipbwi wppwnuhh whinkn’
hwuljwbuyny, np bpk dbkp YEwbph pipwgpht jub thhnpdniphiittp, winnip wiugnnhly B Swpnipbwt junphnipnng
whwh wyph p dwubuinph dbp dngnynipgp b Zuywunwb b h Uthhiou wphowphh, npytuqh jupbwy wdnpby hp gutt
nt nwpwywipn: Unhpwpniphtup Uunnisdt Yot quy, Epp dbp munwwuiph, npundniebut bt unigh yuhni 8nph
wku Yp pnwphhp Ulnp dedniplwt wnwy, Yp qnowtp b i wyupiwpbkip: Uju wnk k, np jupnigbu) Uuwnniéng
hpujut mtuniptub Jupdutwiwip:

Ujuon dbkp unipp Etinkghtt uwnqud Yp jnk hp quiwljubpni hnglinp Yewbpp jupniptw junphnipnng
Jtpwtnpngbint: Ukp unipp Bitnkgh Yp jnpnnpk dEynh poanniy swpwiouniphip, wikphy putwinwwnniphiip, wbwnknh
ndgnhniphtup, wthdwuwn wpnntbuepp, ubthwljuwt wyunmwupwihwwnniniehrup niphoubpnt Ypuy pupgbtjp: Uwygp unipp
EYtinkght ' mumguik Ukp wunnuswuhpniphiip gnpstwljwi §epyn] wpnwyuynk) dEyqdtym gnpnyught uhpbyngd
wjiy by, husyku Uuwnnuns bup 4p uhpk dkqh: Yunnwh Eup, np dkp hngliinp yEpwstuniunt nt mqquht hqopwgnidp
Ukbwybu wuydwbwinpniws E unipp Etnkginy wyny ywunqudiubpnt hpugnpénidng:

Swpniptwl woun Y hdwuwnwinpnih dhwyb wyt dudwbwly, tpp Ukp wpjuwphwuthhin dnnnynipn muph
tkpnnuinnipbwt nghny, Ukyquprup hwintyy jinbwphnudny, pphunnbwljwi uhpm] m winjtpuguh hunwnpnd:
Pusyk u Yphwip wunniwswukp prwy, bpk skip Ypiwp wyu UBy pub;: Paswt v yhwnh jubqhup Swpnighw @phsh
thwnph ki qopmplwt wngk, tpt skup Yptwp qipjupgniptwt wpdwbwgut) Uuwnniény Ynnuk dtp wqght puswniws
pwilughl wupglitbpp dkp hugpbuhpp, U. Bodhwship, hwyng (kqnit, dpwlngpp:

2022 pniwljuiip Ukqh hwdwp swthwquig tywttmluh £ puiqh wyu tiwunph Yp wotwhudpkup phdh
hhdtwnpdwt 95-wdtwlp: Uhudwdwbwl wwphb jujnupupws kup npytu «Zuwy Lphunnituy Cunwhph» wnwunph:
Uju qnjq jupbinp hpunwpdniphrubbpn §p wupnunnpbgubu dkqh ngllngt) dbp ptidh hwpniun ywuwndniphiup
puwjunwughkn qqugniditpny sunniwyny vwluyl, np Eyknkginy b phdwlwi junngh wipnphiip yuydwbumpniws
E hwy pphuninubwy ptnnwthphtt wbuwuwtnipludp:

Gpp jupnipbwb (njuh tkppny winpunupd Yp junwpkip wju Eplnt bywhwlwhg ntyptpnit, vkqgh hwdwp
wljiyuywnonk §p pugnih nkygh 1nju dgninn juikpdh dudpute:

Mpbkdt, Eytp Lphuinnup Swpniphiup phdwinpbup dkp hngnt hwybwgpnp ninnqus nkyh wyn nruwpwupuwiu
dwnlpwils, mpyk Yo quy hplniphil wmqghu huyng b undtubptwiu qnswpwlikp pubyny.

«phuwnnu 8wpbkun h Uknking: Ophubw | k Swpmiphiup £phuninuh:»



Donations

St. Vartan Church Parish Priest and Council gratefully acknowledge the following donations:
Stewardship—Seza and Dana Dominguez, Zaven Kanneian and Janet Yeghisisan, Rick and Maggi
Kouyoumjian-Wiley Beardsley, Lou Aronian, Rick and Nancy Kurkjian, Arax Konjoyan, Judi Swenson,
James and Marjorie Kurkjian, Ray and Reyhan Shepherd, Fr. Krikor and Yn. Anoush Zakaryan, Ara and
Angel Azizian, Louise Metaxas, Yeghia Apkarina and Ana Dalmeida, Dicko and Alexia Shahvekilian, James
and Mihoko Malian, Nora and Raffi Gregorian
St. Vartan Voice Newsletter—Harold and Bonnie Koojoolian, Rosalie Gifford
Ladies Society—Harry and Carol Dokouzian (for Easter), James and Mihoko Malian
Endowment Fund In Honor of Don and Lisa Manoogian’s Anniversary—Don and Lisa Manoogian
Projector—Rob Tashjian
Building Repair Fund (retaining wall)—Carole Chang
Sponsorship for St. Vartan Church Tailgate at Armenian Heritage A’s Game—Armenian Assembly,
Oscar’s Photo Lab, Nuts for Candy and Toys

T

In Memory Sunday School

+ Mary Ann Sievers
Lisa and Don Manoogian, Evelyn Boyd, Richard and Judy Sharafian (Endowment Fund)
+ Virginia Madajian

On Palm Sunday the St. Vartan
Sunday School completed a special
craft project, led by teacher Lisa

Dickie and Seno Garabedian (Choir Fund), Alice Sarafian (Endowment Fund), Richard and Judy Sharafian Manoogian.
(Endowment Fund), Trina and Alfredo Lieras (Choir Fund), Edward and Armineh Jamgotchian (Choir Fund), The final Sunday School session
Lou and Candis Dokos of this year will meet on May 1.
+ Emma Mazmanian There will also be a special Chil-
Edward and Armineh Jamgotchian (Church Maintenance), Lucille Dolab dren’s Sermon that day presenting
+ John W. Kurkjian by Fr. Krikor during Divine Liturgy.
Rick and Nancy Kurkjian Sunday School invites the entire
+ Cayané Boloyan congregation to join them after
Linda Berberian church for a Syrup Sunday break-
1 Carol Rustigian fast.
Edward and Armineh Jamgotchian (Priest Discretionary Fund), Jerry Tusan,
Tara Hagen and Harvey Kamian
1 George and Carol Rustigian
Families of Beth Broussalian, Caroline Rustigian Bruderer and
Paul Rustigian (Sponsorship of April Syrup Sunday Breakfast)

Syrup Sunday

May 1, 2022

Easter Yughakin Donors ) . . ) -
Suzanne and Razmik Abnous Kip and Garo Garabedian Dorris Kezerian This event is for the whole community, not just Sunday School families!
Araks Aghazarian Seno and Dickie Garabedian Arax Konjoyan Our last breakfast was a big hit, so we're offering it one more time before summer hits.
Lou Aronian Shannon and Edward Gentry Margaret Magarian Join us for Badarak at 10:30am, then stay for some breakfast treats. Sunday School will have its
Annie Avedissian Rosalie Gifford Don and Lisa Manoogian last . f the school d Der Krik ill i ial to the kid
Archie and Nellie Azizian Gail and Bruce Groefsema Zohrab and Elizabeth Markarian ast session ot the schoolyear and Ler Rrikor will gIVe a Special message to the kids.
Adrienne Baker Wartkes Hagopian Vrej and Maida Mekhalian This is a great opportunity to meet other families and bond over breakfast!
Christiane Balouny Amy and Vernon Hailozian Vahe and Hilda Mener
Pat and Pete Barsamian Marylee Halajian Louise Metaxas

Vartan and Ayko Berberian Nora and Harvey Hanoian Karnig and Silva Mikaelian
Barbara and Jack Bousian Mark and Maida Henesian Elizabeth and Ron Ojakian
Seda and Charles Chavdarian Frank and Sharon Higgins Edward and Karen Sarafian
Kathleen Demerdjian Andy and Lori Hill Richard and Judy Sharafian
Brian and Cynthia Der Matoian Vaughn Hovanessian Don and Virginia Tafjen
Sara and Berge Dermatoian Vartan and Arlene Hovsepian James Taylor

Harry and Carol Dokouzian Janet Yeghissian & Zaven Kanneian Annabelle Taylor

Seza and Dana Dominguez Helin Karunyan Marlene Tolegian

Jack Dorian Garo Keadjian Hasmig Vasgerdsian

Anne Dyer Hermine Keshishyan Suzanne and Ed Vasgerdsian
Satenik Elmaoglu & Gary Eldemir  Vartan Keshishyan Arto and Nadya Yaglijian




St. Vartan Supports Three Armenian Army Chaplains Through its “Sister Church Support Program”

Rev. Father Enovk Yesayan - Serves in the Spiritual Leadership of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia. He is a leader of a battalion. He
9 played a vital role during the 44-day war, organizing the entire work of the bat-
talion, and the burials of fallen soldiers. He was born in Garni village, Kotayk
region. He still lives in Garni. He is the father of three boys. The whole family
is on his shoulders.

«Undwlwwuwinhy Stn 3wjn, gwllwuncd GU hd fjunphl punphwlwincpiniun
hwyinuty {tq W Unipp dwnnwl GyGnbgnL hwduwUphU $hUuwluwlwl wowlgnLpjul
hwdwn: Unnppny L. funbwphnipywdp™ SGn Gunyp Rhl. Guwpwl»

Reverend Father, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to you
and the community of St. Vartan Church for the financial support. Prayerfully
and with humbleness, Rev. Enovk Yesayan™

Rev. Father Trdat Gevorgyan - Republic of Armenia Armed Forces
Spiritual Leadership, Goris Army Regiment. The Reverend Father was ordained
a Priest on November 21, 2021. While serving in Syunik, he has financial and
service related difficulties. Lives in Goris (rent), has the need of obtaining basic
and very necessary household items in order to have a normal lifestyle.

«Undwlwwuwiinhy Stn 3wyn, Swlwuncd GU hd funnhlu
Gpwhutnwghwnniayncl hwyinuty {6q W Opjwilin pwnwph Uncpp Ywpnwl GLGnbkgnt
uwwuwynnubnht n. hwdwyph wunwdubnhU™ wuwlulwy wowlygnipjwl hwdwn:
fenn wdtlwlwnpnn Uundwé hp UdGLuwlwpnn Ugny dhoin wwhwwwl jhuh {6q L
Q6n hnqlenp hninhU: 3wnqulplbnny 3wwnncly Pwlwluwiht YnpwnLuh( p. Qnphu)
wywq quntintg” Spnwiwn phl. Qunpgyuili»

“Reverend Father, I would like to express my deep gratitude to you and the community members of St.

Vartan Church in Oakland for your unexpected support. May the Almighty God with His Almighty Right al- il |k I -

ways protect you and your caring flock. Sincerely, Senior Regiment of the Special Army Corps (Goris) Rev. e — ' B

Trdat Gevorgyan” HOly Thursday at St. Vartan Chlll‘Ch—Apl'il 14,2022
PR Rev. Father Matteos Dravants - Born in 1970. He has been serving in Memorial of the Last Supper Service Washing of the Feet Service
’ o the Artsakh Diocese since December 31, 1993. Taught religion in schools of Service of Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord Ladies Society Lenten Luncheon

T Khnapat and Askeran communities. Pastor of the Hadrut region of the Artsakh
| Diocese. 1998-1993 He took part in the self-defense battles of Artsakh, during
which he was wounded. In 2020 During the Artsakh war he was always in
v Artsakh, in his pastorate he always supported his church and stayed next to his
44 flock. During the war he lost not only his community of service and parish, but
£ also a close family member.

: After the 2020 war, the head of the Artsakh Diocese appointed him the
=#<~ pastor of Dashushen, Shosh, Karmir, Khachmach, Msmna, Sarushen, Verin and
B Nerkin Sznek, Mkhitarashen communities. He has three daughters. The priest of
Artsakh lost his home, community, family member.

«Undwlwwuwinhy Stn huwyn, punphwluwniyntuu GU hwynuncd Q6q W Unipp dwnnwl GyGnbgne hwdwylph
pninp wunwdubnhl b hwlwwbu pninp wyli dwpnuwlg, nypbn ppblug wgwlgnipinti nt byppwinynipncii Gu
nLutigty wyn pwnph W Uuindwdéwhwian gnnpénid: @nn dtan Stn L &plhs 3huncu Bphuwnnnu Q6q pninphn qnpwglp pb&
hwyuwinph UGy, W p& YGUugwnnid, nn unnnwuwp dhownn Juiinnwnty hntu hwdbGih qnpétn: Uuwndwd onhuh pninphn:
UUEL»

“Reverend Father, I thank you and all the members of the community of St. Vardan Church, as well as
all the people who have had their support and donation in this good, God-pleasing work. May our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you all, both in faith and in life, so that you can always do works that are
pleasing to Him. God bless you all. Amen”

And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40
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Mother's Day
[.uncheon 6 Rafrrle

v
THURSDAY.,
MAY 12, 2022
- 12 noon
. John Marukian St. Vartan Church Hall
Nelly - moug42@gmail.com or

925.930.7749 by May 5
$25 luncheon ticket, $20 raffle tickets

To donate raffle prizes
contact Suzanne
925.648.7232
hyemom@yahoo.com

v

]
Please RSVP by May 5, 2022 for Mother's Day Luncheon by mailing your check to:
Nelly Kargodorian, 420 LaCasa Via, Walnut Creek, CA 94598
Check payable to St. Vartan Armenian Church

On-Line Bible Study

Thursday, May 19 Wednesday, May 25 . { ‘91
Register for Bible Study for Zoom Code at: https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events ‘

News From Our St. Vartan Family
Condolences
Fr. Krikor conducted a graveside funeral service for Rose (Boyajian) La Starza on April 4. Our con-
dolences to Rose’s daughters, Gayle Easterday and Joann Varela; her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
surrogate grandchildren, Angelina, Christina, Jose, Daniel (Monica), Susan (Paul), Darius, Gianna, Natalia,
Mackenzie and Madison, Evan, Elias and Emanuel, Elena and Charlene; her nieces, nephews and friends. In
lieu of flowers the family requests donations to Seva Hospice, 5330 Pirrone Rd. Ste. 303, Salida, CA 95368.

Mary Ann Sievers (Barsamian) passed away peacefully in her sleep, March 2. Father Krikor per-
formed a gravesite family service at Mountain View Cemetery on March 29. Mary Ann was a lifelong member
of St. Vartan Church and sang in the choir for many years. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to
the Klaus and Mary Ann Barsamian Sievers Endowment Fund at St. Vartan Armenian Church.

Baptism
Fr. Krikor baptized Karin Aya Masdanian on March 26. She is the daughter of Rita and Jacob

Masdanian. Her Godparents are Tamar and Antranik Ebkarian and her grandparents are Kevork and Linda
Masdanian and Arpine and the late Levon Parseghian.

Good Friday & Holy Saturday at St. Vartan Church—April 15, 16, 2022

Easter Sunday at St. Vartan Church—April 17, 2022
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Resounding Success for Hye Social Club’s Inaugural Event

On Saturday, March 26 at the home of Kim Bardakian and Vartan Demirjian, close to a hundred guests
gathered for the inaugural launch of the Hye Social Club.

Throughout the evening guests reminisced with new and old friends from the St. Vartan Church com-
munity and beyond. Many laughs were had over delicious mezze and desserts. Father Krikor warmly wel-
comed guests and encouraged their participation in future church events.

Guests also sipped on local Armenian wine provided by Kareen Wines (www.kareenwines.com) fol-
lowed by imported chocolates from Armenia, provided by Gourmet Dourmet Chocolates USA
(www.armenianchocolates.com).

The mission of Hye Social Club is to strengthen and build friendships in the St. Vartan community for
Mature Millennials, Gen X and Young-at-Heart Boomers (age 35-60ish).

Plans are already underway for a summer event with this newly formed
group.

A special thanks to the organiz-
ing committee, Annette Boyd Kevrani-
an, Nicole Vasgerdsian and Kim
Bardakian who worked together to en-
sure a fun evening was had by all.

Please contact Annette at an-
nette@method42.net, if you are inter-

ested in getting involved in Hye Social
Club.

Ladies Society Featured Recipe of the Month
Cold Cucumber-Mint Soup with Yogurt
Here’s a recipe that Grandmothers on the east or west coast served on those hot sweltering days. It was most
refreshing and cooling. The recipe in this month’s newsletter has a different twist with diced tomatoes. Enjoy!
Recipe from “ZOV Recipes and Memories From The Heart”

4 cups plain Yogurt 4 teaspoons crushed dried mint

2 Y2 hothouse cucumbers seeded and finely chopped 2 ripe tomatoes, seeded and finely diced
1 2 cups very cold water 2 ' teaspoons salt

1 garlic clove, minced Ice cubes

Fresh mint sprigs for garnish

Whisk the yogurt and dried mint in a large bowl until creamy. Stir cucumbers and chopped fresh mint. Add all
but 2 cup of tomatoes. Whisk in the cold water, salt and garlic. Cover and refrigerate until soup is very cold.
Stirring occasionally to help blend the flavors, at least 1 hour or up to one day.

Ladle the soup into a large glass bowl and stir in ice cubes to keep cool. Garnish with tomatoes and fresh mint
sprigs. Serves 6 to 8.

DO, ». /

7 Hye Café Workday

f The St. Vartan Ladies

ia® Society met April 5-7 to
make Sarma for the Hye Café
Lenten Food sale. They were
joined by Hasmig Cingoz
who prepared many of the
Hye Café Lenten dishes.
Thank you to all the volun-
teers who helped with this
fundraiser.

The St. Vartan Boys Basketball team practices on Saturdays.



About the Ascension of the Lord

The Feast of Holy Ascension marks the ascent of our Lord Jesus Christ into
heaven on the 40th day following His glorious Resurrection. The timing is clearly
specified in the Acts of the Apostles, where it is stated that Christ presented himself
alive to the Apostles, “appearing to them during forty days and speaking of the
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).

On the 40th day, after he finished speaking to the Apostles, “as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sigh.” (Acts
1:9). The Gospel according to Mark sums up the same story as follows: “So then
the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat
down at the right hand of God” (Mark 16: 19). The same account is also in the Gos-

1o my arrien o voun parmen, D€L @ccording to Luke: “While he blessed them, he parted from them and was car-
TO MY GOD AND YOUR GOD. ried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). There are also several references to this event in
JOHN 20:17 some of the other books of the New Testament.
The Feast of the Ascension is an important Dominical feast (one relating to
-w the life of Jesus Christ) that has been celebrated in the universal church since an-
cient times. Modern scholarship traces its earliest observance to the 4th century.

It is always celebrated on the 40th day after Easter and falls on a Thursday; however, in the Armenian
Church, the observance of the feast begins on Wednesday evening during vespers.

From ancient tradition, we know that the Ascension of the Lord took place on the Mount of Olives. To
this day the Armenian Brotherhood of St. James in Jerusalem holds vesper service and a vigil on the eve of the
Feast of the Ascension at the sanctuary on the Mount of Olives.

Besides being a Dominical feast, the Ascension also marks the anniversary of the reestablishment of the
Holy See at the monastery of Holy Etchmiadzin in 1441, after a separation of almost 1,000 years.

As with other feasts, Ascension and the Resurrection of the Lord are celebrated over the following nine
days until Pentecost.

“I AM ASCENDING
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A Cross Appears in Eastertide
By Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan (1904-1989)

We are in the period of Eastertide, the fifty days after Easter. Easter was the great event of the Incarnation. It is
the great feast of the Church. But it is more than just a feast. It is the great recurring event in the life of the Church. It
is the realization of the greatest principle in the life of the Church, of the human soul, of the world. Resurrection is the
triumph of life over death, of spirit over matter, of the higher over the lower, of good over evil, of sanctity over sin, of
eternity over time, of infinity over limitation.

Resurrection thus understood is a constant fact: a
continuous reality in history, in the life of the universe, in the
life of mankind, in the life especially of the Church, and in
the life of the individual soul.

Christ’s resurrection was the realization of the uni-
versal fact. It was a demonstration by God of the universal
fact of resurrection. God showed us in Christ that man’s des-
tiny was in heaven; that man, God’s creature, was not
[meant] to perish, but to rise and to inherit eternal life, to tri-
umph over futility, desperation and death.

The actual fact of Christ’s resurrection was a supernatural event. It does not bear biological, physiological, or
chemical proof. It is above the realm of these sciences as we know them. But resurrection is not less real for that—real
in a special sense. When speaking of resurrection, St. Paul says that the risen body is without corruption. It is in glory.
It is in power and it is spiritual. These are the qualities of the risen person. These are the prizes of the triumph.

Can we conceive such a thing? We do our best—and the rest we are content to leave in mystery.

The Continuing Crisis

But triumph supposes a battle, a fight. Victory is the outcome of a successful struggle. And struggle involves
suffering, pain, agony, crisis. It means The Cross. Look at the long history of mankind in struggle. Look at the history
of the human soul in battle. Look at the constant process of fallings and risings. Look at the ferocity of the war be-
tween good and evil, between knowledge and ignorance, between harmony and disorder.

But resurrection transfigures this Cross. Triumph transitions this suffering. The end—the result—glorified the
means.

And this brings us to the meaning of today’s commemoration. Today is the Feast of the Apparition of the
Cross. On May 7 in the year 351, the population of the city of Jerusalem beheld the sign of the Cross stretching from
Golgotha to the Mount of Olives, just outside of Jerusalem—a distance of about two miles—across the sky, gleaming
with intense light. The story is told in the letter of St. Cyril the Bishop of Jerusalem, addressed to the Emperor Con-
stantius.

The significance of the apparition is obvious. The Cross that is born for the sake of God’s triumph against the
Devil—for the triumph of life against death—is no more a sign of misery and defeat, but an instrument of glory. The
Cross rises from earth to heaven. It is, as it were, the resurrection of the Cross, the glorification of suffering endured
for God’s sake.

When we decorate ourselves with crosses of gold and precious stones—when we elevate the Cross and carry it
in procession, or place it on the altar we show the victory of the Cross—we show suffering and triumph: Cross and
Resurrection combined. And a Cross shown like that is entirely different from a crucifix.

But then we may ask: “What has all this got to do with us now? What has it got to do with the business of
making a living, in which we are engaged?”

It has everything to do with it. Are we not suffering while making a living? Are we not constantly falling and
rising? Are we not engaged in a constant fight in this world? Are we not continually troubled in our souls? Don’t we
encounter evil at every turn? Don’t we keep on falling day in and day out against all kinds of temptation?

What can have more relevance to our daily lives than the same promise of triumph? What can have more to do
with us than the assurance of life for us against death? Life of this soul against the death of the body?

One True Power

But victory, triumph, glory, life can be achieved only through power. No one ever fell and then rose again
without having the power for it. No one ever fought and won a victory without having the strength for it. So Christ
rose from death through his divine power. And that life and power come from God, from above. From God, who
dwells in us; who dwells in his Church; who dwells in heaven—who dwells everywhere.

And the point in being a Christian is nothing—absolutely nothing—but to put ourselves in the condition in
which we can receive that power, which is called Grace. The Church, as Christ’s body, communicates that power to us
through God’s Word, pronounced and proclaimed by the Church, and especially through the sacrament of Holy Com-
munion.

The world around us is constantly in danger of falling. But let it rise. We are always in danger of falling; but
let us rise. Because Christ is always rising. Christ is always risen. His Cross is always shining in glory. Let us rise with
Christ in the Church. Let our prayer constantly be: “Raise us, O Lord, with you—from death to eternal life.”

Glory be to the risen Christ. Amen.




