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Bible Readings

Jan. 5 Matt. 2:10-12
Jan. 6 Matt. 1:18-25
Jan. 12 Luke 2:21
Jan. 19 John 2:1-11
Jan. 26 John 3:13-21

As soon as Jesus was
baptized, he went up out
of the water. At that mo-
ment heaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a
dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from

heaven said, “This is my

Son, whom I love; with

him I am well pleased.”
—Matt. 3:16-17

January 2020
Primate’s Message of the Feast of the Nativity & Theophany
January 6, 2020

EMMANUEL - GOD IS WITH US!

The significance of Christmas is embedded in this simple affirmation.
As we celebrate the miraculous birth of Christ, we become more cognizant of
God’s perpetual presence in our lives. With the birth of Baby Jesus, God him-
self visits the human race, embarking on His earthly redemptive mission. God
becomes incarnate to dwell with us, to give us spiritual birth so that we may
align our paths and live according to His commandments and personal exam-
ples.

When we celebrate the Nativity and Theophany of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, first and foremost, we confess His divine intervention and lasting
presence in our lives. We proclaim that God is with us and therefore, with that
conviction, we direct our lives toward the good and the beautiful, toward divine
perfection and creativity.

When we reflect on God’s presence in our lives, we experience a revela-
tion and a spiritual rebirth, which in turn fill our lives with new resolutions,
commitments and visions.

Engulfed in the spirit of New Year and Christmas, as a spiritual servant
of the Holy Armenian Apostolic Mother Church, I pray to God, beseeching that
He transforms our hearts and makes them a warm manger for the newborn King
to abide. In our prayer, we recall the words of St. Nersess the Graceful found in
the Service of Peace Hour, where he says, “And a child is born, a son has been
given to us, for God is with us. And his authority is upon his shoulders, for God
is with us. And his name is called messenger of great counsel, for God is with
us. And wonderful counselor, for God is with us. And God the mighty prince,
for God is with us. And prince of peace Father of the One to come, the Lord
God is with us.”

Our ancestors lived their lives with that strong conviction that God was
with them. That notion gave them strength and confidence to build the Father-
land and the Church, to create spiritual values and missions, high moral stand-
ards and culture, science and arts. They have created a great future for the gen-
erations to come, for they knew that God was with them.

Emmanuel — God is with us. When we declare this affirmation out loud,
we experience a moment of self-reflection, spiritual transformation and a begin-
ning of a new life. In addition, we acquire a higher level of spiritual self-
awareness or self-confidence, if you will, to answer God’s call and re-evaluate
our lives with His presence.

It is unfortunate that due to today’s life circumstances, we often times
fail to season our lives with prayer. As a result, we distance ourselves from God
and reject His presence, resembling an uprooted tree doomed to die in a short
period of time. In our case, having time-limited lives means being deprived



from spirituality, which is truly fatal. It is part of the human nature to be inseparably united with God, without
forgetting that we have been created in His image and likeness. Otherwise, we will cease to live and will with-
er like the uprooted tree.

Beloved in Christ,

In the Nativity and Theophany of our Lord and Savor Jesus Christ, try to discover new life perspec-
tives. Abide in faith, uphold spiritual and moral values, open up your souls to God and keep your hearts warm
for the Fatherland and the Holy Church. Do not hesitate to pass on the sacred values and traditions of our
church and nation to your children, so that they may be spiritually armored to withstand any and all challenges
of the time.

CHRIST IS BORN AND REVEALED! BLESSED IS THE REVELATION OF CHRIST!
May God grant peace and prosperity to the world, continued success to Armenia, strength to the church
and longevity to our Pontiff, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians.
Emmanuel — God is with us. May God be with our nation today, tomorrow and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate Western Diocese of the Armenian Church North America

Upcoming Events

Armenian Rockin’ New Year’s Eve 2020 Tuesday, December 31, 2019 8 pm

No Morning Badarak/Evening Service Only Sunday, January 5, 2020

Armenian Christmas Eve Service Sunday, January 5, 2020 6 pm
Armenian Christmas Day Service Monday, January 6, 2020 10:30 am
Armenian Christmas Celebration Sunday, January 12, 2020 10:30 pm
Fr. Hovel Farwell Luncheon Sunday, January 12, 2020 1 pm
Merelots Service Sunday, January 19, 2020 10:30 am

St. Vartan Annual Assembly & Lamb Shank Lunch

Sunday, January 26, 2020

Sunday School Christmas Activity
On December 15, the ACYO joined the St.
Vartan Sunday School for a joint project of creating
Christmas Gingerbread Houses.

St. Vartan Church Annual Assembly and
Lamb Shank Luncheon
Sunday, January 26, 2020

All pledged members are invited to attend this meeting, so a
quorum can be met and business can be conducted. If you haven’t
paid your entire dues yet, please make your donation by December
31, 2019 so you are eligible to vote at the meeting.

Everyone is invited to attend the
annual lamb shank luncheon.

$20 per meal

Visiting Priest
St. Vartan Church welcomed Fr. Mashdots
Keshishian, who visited from Portland, Oregon,
on Sunday, November 24 when he led the Sunday
morning Badarak Service.

St. Vatan Chuwch Chiistmas Schedule

Sunday, January 5, 2020
Armenian Christmas Eve
Jurakalouyts Badarak (Liturgy of the Lights) ........ccucu......... 6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 6, 2020
Armenian Christmas Day
Asdvadzahaidnootiun—Nativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ
MOTINING SEIVICE .tiruterieirierieerieertenteesreeseeseesreesseeseesaeens 10:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy c.cveeeeveeeieeeieeeceeereeeee et 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 12, 2020
Armenian Christmas
Asdvadzahaidnootiun—Nativity and Baptism of Jesus Christ
MOTITING SEIVICE wveruvierieirierieriieenienteesreeseeseessreesseessessseens 10:00 a.m.
Divine LIturgy c..oeeeeveeecieeeieeeceeeeeeeeee et 10:30 a.m.

Blessing of the Baptismal Waters
Godfather of the Cross: Manvel Avanesian
Son of Arsen Avanesian and Susanna Petrosova

Sunday, January 19, 2020
Memorial Sunday—Merelots

MOTITING SEIVICE .eirterrerrieriieerieententeeseeeseeseesteesseessessaeens 10:00 a.m.
Divine LIturgy c..veeeeveeeiieeeieeeeeeeeeeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
Requiem for Deceased Loved Ones

after church

Yughakin
It is customary in the Armenian

Church to provide Yughakin, espe-
cially around the feasts of Christmas
and Easter. This practice dates as far
back as the time of Moses in the Old
Testament. Yughakin in Armenian
means "price of oil". Each local
church community would donate
money specially earmarked towards
the purchase of oil, which in return
would keep the lanterns burning and
ultimately the doors of the Church
open. At this season of Christ's Birth
let us remember and continue in the
custom of Yughakin, so we can keep
our "oil-burning lanterns" always
burning and our doors always open at
St. Vartan. Mail your donation to the
church office and mark Yughakin on
the memo line. Please be generous to

the Church in observing

this ancient Armenian

custom.

Requiem Service—Hokehankist

A requiem will be said for the
souls of the departed on Sunday, Janu-
ary 19, 2020. Those who would like to
have the names of their departed loved
ones included should contact the
church office before Thursday, No-
vember 16, 2020 at 510-893-1671 or
at stvartanoakland@aol.com.

Home Blessing

The Home Blessing Service is one
of the most ancient and revered tradi-
tions of the Armenian Church. The
three necessary items to conduct this
service are: water, bread, and salt.

For the traditional
Christmas Home Blessing,
call the church office at
510-893-1671 or email
stvartanoakland@aol.com.



St. Vartan Church Parish Council gratefully acknowledges the following donations:

In Honor of Carol Rustigian —Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan
St. Vartan Voice Newsletter—Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan, Sarkis and Anahid Sarkisian, Sylvia Arzoian

In Memory
+ Mary Warda (Wartkes Hagopian’s sister)

Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan
+ Virginia Ratcliff
Harry and Carol Rustigian (The Sarafian Foundation), Nora and Harvey Hanoian (Ladies Society),
Caroline and Stuart Arakelian, Mary and Nurhan Donikian (NorCal), Edward and Armineh Jamgotchian

(Kitchen Remodel Fund), Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan (Fr. Mesrob Sarafian Education Fund),
Anto and Hasmig Cingoz (The Sarafian Foundation), Virginia Ratcliff,
Edward and Kristian Minasian, (Ladies Society), Edward Minasian
+ Fr. Mesrob Sarafian,
and the beautiful messages he leaves behind in this book, “Life’s Lessons Learned”
Kathy Agajanian

ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory
+ Helen Danielian
Annabelle Taylor and Family
+ Ronald Hung
Annabelle Taylor and Family
+ Virginia Ratcliff
Harold and Bonnie Koojoolian, Annabelle Taylor and Family

News From Our St. Vartan Family

Condolences
On Sunday, December 2 Fr. Hovel performed a funeral service at St. Vartan Armenian Church for long

time church member, Virginia Ratcliff. Our condolences to the Sarafian family and all of Virginia’s relatives
and friends.

Altar Flower Donation Chart Thank You
The 2020 Altar Flower Donation Chart is Don and Lisa Manoogian donated the cloth
located on the bulletin board in the John Marukian | [napkins at the St. Vartan Ladies
Church Hall entryway. Please choose a Sunday to Society 90th Anniversary Celebra-

sponsor flowers for the altar. You tion. St. Vartan will keep the cloth
can sponsor flowers in memory of napkins and be able to use them at
a loved one, or to celebrate a spe- other events. This donation was
cial event. The suggested donation made in honor of Don's beloved
for altar flowers is $35. Father Leo Manoogian.

St. Vartan Church sponsored the Second Annual Holiday Boutique on December 1 and 15 in the
John Marukina Church Hall, which featured hand-crafted items and food.
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Eddwunck] Uuwnniwd pun Jtq. wyu £ nne funphnipnp U. obuntwl, wolwhudpniehiup dbp Yewlekl Ukpu Uunnceny
UbpYuwynebwl’ Jwundy 3hunwh U. oUuntwl hpwehlt h wbu: Shunw dwundyhl duntunnd Uunniwd bBug Y wygbik
dwpnynoetwl’ dGlUuwpyp tiwind bp Gpypwihb thplswanpd wnwebinupbwl: Uunniwd Yp Jwpnwlwy dtigh hbwn pyuing, Jtp
Jto puwybiny, bp hpwowih duntunny dtq yGpuwnphu duntun wwpgbilbing, npwkugh Jtp YGwlupp nunbgotup bp YGwlehl
YEunwuh ophbwyny nL Uuwnnidng ywwnnihpwllbnniu hwdwhniy:

UJEL wluquwd, Gpp Yp wolbwhudpbUue dtp Shpneg W dnlshU Shuniu Lphunnuh Bunlunp, dtp YGwupklu Ubpu bp
Wunwdlw) GL punwunpng UepYwnyehiup G Ukpgnpdnuehiup Yp ununndwuhupe bwhubiwnwe, Yp Jywytupe, pE «Uunniwd
pun Jtg» E 6L win ghunwygnipbwdp Jbp YGwlehl pupwgep Y’ ninnbue nkwh pwnphu W gbnbghlp, nEwh wuwnniwdwhu
Jwuwwnbinhll neunbndwagnpd Yewue:

Gpp  YwlunpwnwnUwle Jbp YGwlekl Ubpu  Uuwnweng Ubpyuwyniebwl, jwjnlnetwl wywh dpu £, np
Ywpdwlwgnptlpe, npnd &L hngbinp  JbGpwduntun YwwphUe' Unp  fununnuwdubpnd, Unp  wbuheubpnd G Unp
jwlabwnnihlulbpny qupnwnbiny Jtp Ytwugep:

U. olunbwl bGL UWdwunph hngbquw) wpwdwnpniehiblbpnd fuwbnwdwn, npwtu hnglinp uwwuwenp 3wyjg.
Unwpebiwywl Jtp Jwjp unipp Glytnkgln), dElup Jbp wnopep Yp pwpdpwglbue wn Uuwnniwd, npwkugh Skpp Jbp upuinbpp
ybpwdt pbenthEdtwl duniph’ dwuniy Shunwip hnb ywunuwwnbine hwdwn: 6L wl2npn Jbp wnoreehlu Jky Yp jhotlpe
wnwnwlwl dwdtpgnuetUE U. Lepuktu SunphwihhU «Cunphbw’” Ukg Skp» Gpgp nup Y'puk. «6u pwligh dwlndy suwe, Npnh
GL tnnLw Utg, gh Uuwnnwwd pun Jtq E: 6L npny hotuwlngzhtu hep h ybpwy neung hepng, gh Wunnuwd pun Jtg E: 6L np Yngh
wunu Unpw UGdh tunphpnny hpbownwl, gh Wunniwd pun Jbq E: 6o upwlsklh funphpnwyhg, gh Uuwnniwd pun Jbq E: G
UuwnnLwd hagon hphuwl, gh Uuwnniwd pun Jtq E: 5L hphuwl fuwnwnnietwl, 3wjp hwunbpabing juchinbUuhlu SEp Uunnwwd pun
Jtiq E»:

Utp UwhiUhp Uuwnnwdng Wunwlwl Ubpywjniptwl ghunwygnipbwdp L hwunwnnuwdng wnwylnpnwd EU hptblug
Ytwleh Gwdpwl' Ytpnbind hwiptuphe nu Glytnkgh, hnglinp wnwebingehtu GL wpdbpubn, pwpnulwunipbwl pwpap
swithwuhubp 6L Bpwynyre, ghwnintehlu GL wpnibuwn: Unwlg Gplusking, puynpytbine ywd Jupwlbine dbp Uwhibhe Yepunwd Gu
wwwagw) qwihe ubpndunutpniu hwdwp, npnghGunbe hwdngndu ncukbhU, pE «SEp Uunnuwd pun Utig E»:

UuwnnLwd pun Jbgq. pphunnubw) hwiwwnwgbwip Gpp pwpapwdwiu §’wpunwuwult wju pwnbpp, wuywulywdonktu
wlunpwnwpanwh wwh Jp Y'nubuwy, hngbinp wywjswnwybpwniehil Up, np hp Jte §'wnppUgluE 2wpdnudp Unp Yewlehl:
3ngbnp pwpap hupbwghwnwlygnipbwl Ywd, GrEt Ynigke' huplwyunwhnipbwl wyn qqugnnniptwdp Jwnbih Yppw
wwwnwuhuwlb) Uunnwsng Ynshl® dbgh wnpnuwd Yewuep bpdnd wndnptine hwdwn:

Wuopnitwy w2huwphh Unp wywydwuubpne pbpnuwdnd jwéwhu Yp ptpwlwlp wnopeny hwdtdt) utp YGwlep, npnil
npwtu wpnhitug hugbpunhuegbwl Yp hnwlwlp UunnsdtE Udwlbind wju dwnhl, npne wpdwwnUbpp hnnhu Jbe sEU W
plwlwloptl® Ybwlpp uwhdwlwhwyniwd E dwdwlwyh Jp dekg: Uwpnnt  wwpwquwiht  dwdwlbwyh Jp  Jkp
uwhdwlbwthwynwwd Yewlep hnglinp pnwyhynehl £, wju wi swihwqwlg Junwlgwenp: Uwpnp hp puniebwdp
wlpwlwnbihonptl uwwniwd wyhwnh duwy Uunnwony hbn® wnwlg dnnbwint, np Uuwnnwdn) ywwnybnpht hwdwadwju unbndniwd
E: Wiwwktu® wu Yp nwnph YELuwgnpdbik G swnhl Udwl Yp snpliwg:

UhnGhUt'n h 2phuwnnu,

Shunwuph oUunbwl wwwybphu Jkp gukp 26p YEwuphU Unp nunphU: UwpbgE’e hwiwwnend, YGwlupp vwlybgkp
hnglenp nL pwpnjulwl wndtplubnnd, 26p hnghhU ujwep Jhpun nuinnkp nkwyh Uunnwwd, qtnntu wwhkp 26n ukpl nL Gnwunp
hwjptuphph nu U. EpdhwoUh hwlnktw: Uh quwlwe 2tp quiwywg npwtu dwnwlg wiwunb JEp wggh nu Gybnbgin)
uppnihillbpp, npwktugh hngbunpwwtu ghuwd prwe quunue nhdwlw)bine dwdwuwyh pninp Jwpunwhpwikpubpp:
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@nn Wunnwwd wfuwnhhu wwpgbit uwnwnniehlu n pwpguiwéd Ywle, dtp Gpyphu’ 3wjwunwUhlb Juwgndu
Jbpbie, Jtp U. Glybnbtgun) wlbuwuwlniphdt, wgghu dthwithwn Iwjpwwbn Lnphu Unipp Odnuehil S. S. Quiptighlu P,
UJtLwju 3wyng Ywennhynuhl' Yebwg wpbrwwm optip, npwkugh 2wpnilwyt wnwelnpnt] Jbp wgql nL Gytntght nkwh
Unpwlnp pwnpanctugubp:

EJdwuncE] Uunnwwd pun dtg, Uunniwd Jtp dnnnynipnhl hbun wydd G dhown G juchnbwlu. wdtl:

S. SnJuwl Upp. SEpnkpbwl



NorCal Christmas Party Christmas Family Night December 14—Sponsored by Sunday School & ACYO
On December 2 the St. Vartan Ladies Society sponsored the
Annual NorCal Christmas party. The ladies served a delicious chick-
en lunch, as well as a breakfast buffet. The event featured Fr. Hovel’s
message, a visit from Santa
Claus and his helpers, as well
as a piano performance by
Araks Aghazarian of Christ-
mas carols. Rev. Fr. Sahak
Martirosyan displayed his
photo exhibition for purchase.
Sale proceeds went to the
Sunday School of St. Mariam
Astvadzadzin Church in Ar-
menia.
Parish Council Update
Our Parish Priest
Please mark your calendars and join the St. Vartan Armenian Church community to celebrate Fr. Hov-
el’s final Badarak on Sunday, January 12, 2020. A reception will follow and as noted in the enclosed invita-
tion, RSVP’s are required. No seats will be available at the door.
The Parish Council has started work to ensure a smooth transition period, including meeting with Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese and forming a Parish Priest Research Committee
(PPRC). The nine member PPRC reflects our parish and is comprised of the following representatives:
Parish Council — Nazar Jindoian, Liz Ojakian and Edward Jamgotchian
Ladies Society — Marlene Tolegian and Nora Hanoian
Deacons — Deacon Vartan Berberian
ACYO — Nataline Jindoian
General Parish — Greg Tcherkoyan and Anto Cingoz
Nominating Committee Meeting
On Sunday, December 1 the nominating committee held a meeting to identify candidates for the up-
coming church elections. The nominating committee, as defined by church by-law, is comprised of the parish
council, the general assembly officers and diocesan delegates. The general assembly chairman directs the
U. S. Senate Recognizes meeting. Candidates are contacted to determine their interest, and as appropriate, listed on the ballot to be pre-
Warm Winter Hats Armenian Genocide sented for consideration by the full general assembly. Pledge members in good standing may vote in person
The St. Vartan Ladies Society On December 12 the U.S. during the general assembly.
donated over 100 hand-knitted hats to Senate unanimously adopted Annual General Assembly
the homeless and needy in the Bay Area. | | bipartisan Senate Resolu- The St. Vartan Armenian Church general assembly is scheduled for Sunday, January 26, 2020 after
These warm winter hats are sized for tion 150—the Armenian church services conclude. As tradition holds, the meeting will be preceded by the highly anticipated lamb
adults, children, and infants. Thank you | | Genocide Resolution— shank luncheon. The meeting is an opportunity to learn what the church organizations have done this past year
to Antica Odabaghian for organizing ‘ghis formally recognizing the Ot- and provide your feedback and support for the New Year. We encourage your collaboration on projects to ex-
project and to Alice Sarafian who deliv- | | man Empire's genocide pand the reach and further extend the voice of the Armenian Church.
ered the hats to Building Futures. against the Armenian people. Being a Christian means serving others for the good of the community; “There is no personal pleasure
greater than enriching the spiritual life of another.” Come join our volunteers and make a difference.




Shadows of 1915 Book Review
The St. Vartan Cultural Committee welcomed author Jerry Burger to discuss his first and recently pub-

lished novel “The Shadows of 1915 on December 8, 2019. Burger was born and raised in Fresno, California,
and although he did not grow up on a farm, as a teenager he would make some money by picking grapes at the
end of the summer. He had many Armenian friends as a boy. There were two things about Armenians that real-
ly stood out to him. The first was that every Armenian family had their own story tied to the Armenian Geno-
cide, and the second was that they had intense and very strong negative feelings toward Turks. He found the
aftermath of the Armenian Genocide to be a compelling topic through

Ladies Society Christmas Luncheon and Raffle

which he could explore issues related to family and justice.

Burger’s book examines how the legacy of the Armenian Geno-
cide affects the life of the descendants of the survivors. The story takes
place in Central California in 1953, where Armenian immigrants and
their families live one generation removed from the 1915 murder of
more than one million Armenians at the hands of the Turkish govern-
ment. An encounter between the sons of a genocide survivor and some
Turkish college students forces each of the main characters to make dif-
ficult decisions that pit loyalty to family and community against person-

al and legal standards of right and wrong. It delves into

questions such as: How long is the shadow of genocide?
How does it affect the offspring of the survivors? And how
do survivors and their families retain a belief in justice when
atrocities go unpunished? These are some of the questions
addressed in Jerry Burger’s novel

It is a story about a displaced group of people and the
consequences of real historic events that have rarely been
examined in fiction. It is also a story about culture, family,

recovery from tragedy, and the nature of justice.

We were fortunate to have Kim Bardakian
conduct an interview with Jerry about his book,
which kept things lively and interesting. Excerpts
from the book were read and discussed, and the au-
dience got a glimpse into the life of Armenian fami-
lies in Fresno during the 1950°s. Many audience
members recalled certain elements of life in Fresno
during the period of the story and had lively conver-
sations with Burger following the presentation. The
story is a good read and quite insightful.

Ladies Society Update

“Tis the Season”, and St. Vartan’s Ladies Society started December by hosting the NorCal Senior Ser-
vices annual Christmas Luncheon with over 120 in attendance on December 3, followed by hosting the annual
St. Vartan Ladies Society Christmas Luncheon with 90 plus attending. It was a fun-filled afternoon with
friendships rekindled, a raffle table with over 30 raffle prizes, “The Swinging Blue Stars” singers performing
songs from the 40’s in addition to Christmas Carols, and a delicious mezza platter luncheon, topped off with a
fabulous dessert buffet prepared by your Ladies Society Executive Board. Everyone enjoyed the beautiful table
settings contributed by the Adopt-A-Table volunteers. Please see photos in this newsletter.

A big thank you to the following ladies who made this event so successful: food committee chairs, Gail
Kezerian and Caroline Arakelian, with their committee of Sylvia Gozurian, Elo Markarian, Hilda Mener, Kris-
tian Minasian, Nelly Kargodorian and Sandy Capurro. Thanks also to Suzanne Vasgerdsian for organization
the raffle and Lisa Manoogian for donating the entertainment. A special note of thanks to Harry Sherinian who
donated approximately 70 sets of Nativity Scenes to members of the Ladies Society in memory of his late
wife, Margaret, who was a very active ladies society member. Margaret had a collection of over 200 Nativity
Scenes collected from their many trips locally and abroad, with which she decorated their home every Christ-
mas. Our ladies are very appreciative and thank you again, Harry.

Membership chair Sylvia Gozurian continues to build our Ladies Society. We are happy to welcome
two new members, Diane Combs and Ellyn Kesinger, daughters of member Mae Kaljian.




